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I’m sure it’s not just me that has found the actuality of retired life to be 
very different from what I imagined when looking forward to it. The 
prospect of waking each morning and deciding what to do for the rest of 
the day seemed too good to be true, but for a couple of months that’s 
exactly how it was. Then someone told us about U3A and things have not 
been the same since! Please believe me when I say that this is not a 
complaint! Life is now full, hectic and, occasionally, fraught – but we 
wouldn’t have it any other way. It is a huge pleasure to be involved in 
such a rewarding organisation. 

Three weeks ago several Faringdon members attended the Thames Valley 
Network Conference, splendidly organised by Wokingham U3A. In 
addition to an interesting selection of workshops we were privileged to 
hear two inspiring talks by national figures. The first, by Dr Alex 
McMinn, was about Active Ageing – the process by which we can aim to 
reduce the length of our morbidity, when we become a burden to others. In 
an extremely amusing but thought provoking presentation, Dr McMinn 
informed us that there was no doubt that leading an active life – both 
socially and physically – can have an enormous effect on your wellbeing 
and thus reduce the period of morbidity. His prescription, of course, was 
to be a U3A member. There is more about his work in the current edition 
of U3A News, and more about other TVN activities elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

The second talk came from Ian Searle, Chairman of the Third Age Trust. 
He covered a variety of topics, including the nature of the U3A 
membership. There have been criticisms that the U3A attracts only a 
certain kind of person and that, in particular, certain groups – ethnic and 
class – are not really represented. Ian’s answer was that this was the case 
and that we should try to reach out to a wider audience. He was adamant, 
however, that we should not change what we stand for – an organisation 
committed to the promotion of lifelong learning, through a combination of 
academic, physical and social activities. 

I will end with something else from Ian Searle, which for me is the perfect 
description and justification of the U3A movement. In a Lifelong Learning 
supplement in The Times recently he said – and I paraphrase – “In the 
U3A members do it for other members – because they want to. Other 
support groups for third agers are run by second agers, who think they 
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know what we want. We know what we want and we set out to provide it.” 

Best wishes 

Ian Clarkson 
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Our main meeting is held on the second Thursday of each month at 
Faringdon Corn Exchange, doors open 2.15pm for 2.30pm, unless 
otherwise advised. We start with a welcome from the Chairman, 
general notices and news from Group Leaders. The main event—
usually a visiting speaker—is followed by free refreshments and a 
chance to contact Group Leaders and socialise.  
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“The best of John Betjeman” - Actor Lance Pierson will give us a 
live performance of the production that he is taking on a national 
tour. We are in for a treat as Lance brings the much loved poet to 
life right in front of us. July/August Newsletter available to collect. 
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Our annual Summer Lunch will take place at 19 Coxwell Road, 
Faringdon, starting at 12:30pm. Please see the separate notice on the 
inside back cover for more details. 
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“A Village Lost and Found”: an illustrated talk about Hinton 
Waldrist by Dr Brian May and Elena Vidal.  
This is indeed a special event, and a real scoop for Carolyn Wil-
liams and her programme planning team. See opposite page for 
more details about the meeting. 
Please note that, contrary to the information in your Programme Card, 
this meeting will be held in the Corn Exchange, refurbishment of which 
has been postponed until January. 

����������	
�	�
�

���������	
����	�
		�����	�	���������������
��	���� �	�����	��
�������
�	�����������������
������
�	 �	��	������!	����	���� �!�����	���
�
�!	��

"����!�#�!�����$	�����	
	��	���	���������%	�������� ���	���������	�������	�
�	������������&������'�#�	����



��

��	��
)���
	��
�����		��

%�������


�����
����.�
��+��( 
� �*���$�%������

����������

�������/ ��

· %�����
���������
	
�
��

������
���0��	��

��$�

· %��������12��������
�����
����������
	����
��
���0� ��3����
	��
�������������
���-�"
���������

����
������
��� �����12�
������$�

· %���-�"
���������

����
������4�����	����+��	�����2 "��
���
�
���
�����
$�

· %���%���	�������"��
���
��
�������������	������	
�� �������
5
�
��
���	��
�
	���

����
��������
����������		��� 6	���

���
���"�����(7$�

*�
+������
,��	
�� 
-��� .

/�0
�����
���
�� 
'����
+� �� . 

���	
��	��
������������������	����
��
������������ ����	
��!���
��	�
"��#�$��
�"
������ 	��� ����
�"�� ����%����&����%�� �������	
��	� ��$
%����&�� '��#�
	�(��	#������&�$	� ������	��"��)���	 ��	�&�
���*	 ������
%	�
 �
����
��#���
&����%	�
�	
�� ���+,��	
�����	�� %�&�	#�� ��
�� ����$
�&�%�&�%�� ���	%��'�

-��� ���� �����	*��"��)��� ��%��#���� ������%������ �)��.��(�##	���/�� �
	
�����
�.'�0 ���� ���%����& �����*����1���	��2���� �	�&��	
�� 	)������
�	&)� ��3�
 �
�4	#���� ��
� ���56�1�'�
�
 �	#� �� � �����)��������������� �$
����%�� ������ ���*�##	��� 	)�
����-���4�##�	����
� 56�7��	
��� ���� ������� �
 ���� �	 � ���"��#����������	�����
�%��#�����'�-��� ���)��
&#����������$

	#�*��������#	 �
�� �� ���*�##	���	
�����	&&��%	
� ������%����
 $�	��
%�� ������ ���*�##	��� 	)�
������ ����	���*��"�%��
  ����������-���4�#$
#�	��'���� �����&�%��*��"�������
&#����� ���
	�#�� �����	���� ������ ���
%�� ����
���'�

4��	�����%�&�	##����
������ �	 ����	
��	��	
���#�
	 �(��	#��	*��
	������ ���� ��	��
���
�8���� ��& �+����
 �� ������ �����
 ��
	 ��
	#��&���$
�#�'�4� �� �����#%���� �����%��9�& ��
�� �� ����"�# #���� 	)�
������	&)��
 ��
:;����������*�##	���#����571���	���	��'�

��&	������� ������	 �	  �	& ��
���� �����*�
 �� ��� 
����  ����	����$
&����� ���	)��� �.���������
#�.�	
����%��� �	 �"��" �##�
� ��	*�� ���%$
��	 ����� ������� ��& ��
���
�
�������

4��%#	
� ���	*��&�%������� ������)��
��	#��	
�� ��� 	� ������	*��
	������ ��	����)����
�
��������
�	� ��� ����� 	#)'�



7�

� �!1+1!1'$ 
2 '�32! 

���	���4!���� ��

5 	� 
���



$������
)���
+������
,�)�

Hugh Granger 

Hugh Granger started with a his-
torical overview of a time, before 
the Industrial Revolution, when 
most people lived on the land. 
They lived in cot-
tages where the 
eaves extended be-
yond the walls as a 
form of umbrella. 
Someone pretending 
to shelter there in 
order to listen in to 
conversations was 
said to be an 
"eavesdropper".  

Proverbs on the 
subject of speech 
abound: "whisper a secret to a 
woman and the whole world will 
hear it” (though the latest football 
whispered gossip relates to a 
man!) ; "the squashed frog only 
croaks once" (tell Mugabe!): "the 
nail that sticks up is the first to be 
hammered down" (a good one for 
parliamentarians!). Many proverbs 
cross frontiers in differing ver-
sions. The Russians say "don't hide 
your sausages in a dog kennel" and 
the Germans "age before beauty, 
said the devil, as he threw his 
granny down the stairs". 

Many sayings relate to the country-
side: "as calm as a millpond", "as 
beautiful as a May morning", "as 
fresh as a daisy" (daisy = day's eye), 

or, pejoratively, "as 
thick as two short 
planks", "as broad as a 
barn door". And an 
amusing rhyme : "Don't 
make love at the garden 
gate, Love is blind but 
the neighbours ain't". 
And a reminder that "a 
dumb husband and a 
blind wife make a 
happy couple"! 
Every street had a pub, 

and every working man spent all his 
evenings there. The floors were cov-
ered in sand, sold to the publicans by 
small boys who collected it from the 
beach, hence the expression "as 
happy as a sandboy". At home, unex-
pected guests helped themselves to 
the stew in the stockpot, taking "pot 
luck". However, if not welcome, 
they would be given "the cold shoul-
der", i.e.cold shoulder of mutton. 

A few more to finish with: "the 
law catches sparrows but lets eagles 
go free", "an ass is but an ass 
though it be laden with gold", "if it 
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Dr Christopher Brown 

Dr Christopher Brown became 
Director of the Ashmolean on 1st 
June 1998, after 26 years as Chief 
Curator at the National Gallery.  

He is a specialist of Dutch art 
and has organised 
exhibitions on Rem-
brandt, Van Dyck 
and Rubens, amongst 
others. It did not take 
long for him to real-
ise that a major re-
building plan was 
necessary at the Ash-
molean if all the col-
lections were to be 
properly displayed. 
In 1999 part of the 
roof blew off and this was fol-
lowed by the decision to demolish 
60% of the building and to rede-
velop the site. An architectural 
competition was won in 2002 by 
Rick Mather and in 2004 the Heri-
tage Lottery Fund awarded the 
Ashmolean a major grant of £15 
million. Demolition started in 
2006. The idea was to have a large 
new building which would be in-

visible behind the classical one in 
the front. Dr Brown wanted a con-
temporary building, not a pastiche 
of an earlier period, with a large 
use of glass and 6 metre-high gal-

leries, giving plenty of 
light and affording 
wonderful views from 
one area to another. 
When he took over the 
directorship, he was 
worried about the lack 
of environmental con-
trols (therefore no tex-
tiles exhibited), of an 
education centre, of 
good disabled access, 
and of a loading bay. 

All this would be put right in the 
"new" Ashmolean. 

This wonderful "new" museum 
was reopened by the Queen last 
November. It has 39 new galleries, 
conservation studios, a restaurant 
with views over Oxford, as well as 
all the previously lacking items. 
The emphasis is on cultural connec-
tions and exchanges, rather than on 
differences, e.g. early schist sculp-

was raining soup, she'd be out 
there with a fork", "they often 
cackle but they never lay an egg", 
and, of course, the one we all 
know to be true : "red sky at night, 

shepherds' delight, red sky in the 
morning, shepherds' warning". 
This report by Carolyn Williams also 
appeared in the June edition of The 
Faringdon Folly. 
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ture from Gandhara, on the edge 
of the classical world, meeting 
Buddhist art from the East. 

Dr Brown took us through the 
history of the Ashmolean, which is 
the oldest public museum in the 
UK (1683). It is, perhaps, the old-
est one in the world, a position 
challenged only by Basle, but the 
latter was mainly open to an elite, 
whereas even the most illiterate in 
the 17th century could visit the 
Ashmolean. It started 
its life in Broad 
Street, where the Mu-
seum of the History 
of Science is now to 
be found. The present 
building (1845) was 
designed by Charles 
Cockerell. It benefited in its early 
days from legacies of collections 
from John Tradescant elder and 
younger, and Elias Ashmole. Once 
in its 19th century home, it was 
fortunate to be bequeathed collec-
tions of Old Master drawings, in-
cluding the greatest collection of 
Raphael drawings in the world, 
and archaeological artefacts do-
nated by Flinders Petrie and Sir 
John Evans who excavated in 
Knossos c1900. This was followed 
by the Bodleian coin collection, 
one of the six greatest in the 
world. Ruskin gave the Turner 
watercolours, and items from the 
Aegean world were also donated. 
Added to all these were Anglo 

Saxon decorative arts and Chinese 
bronzes and jade. In the 1950s, the 
best collection of modern Chinese 
art in this country was acquired. 

Dr Brown took us on a virtual 
tour around the museum, which is 
currently exhibiting prehistoric ob-
jects of the Danube. In the middle 
of September there will be an exhi-
bition of the pre-Raphaelites and 
Italy, in collaboration with Ra-
venna. Since the re-opening of the 

museum, there have 
been 100,000 visitors 
a month, four times 
more than before. 
The museum has 
been nominated for 
the Art Fund Prize 
and we were all urged 

to visit the website and vote! The 
next stage of the refurbishment will 
take place in time to open in De-
cember 2011 and will be a redis-
play of pre-dynastic and dynastic 
Egyptian artefacts, the former being 
the greatest collection in the world. 

At the end of Dr Brown's talk, 
those of us who had already been to 
this great museum could not wait to 
return there, and those who had not 
were planning visits. We were all 
very grateful to Dr Brown for hav-
ing taken time out of his busy 
schedule to come and talk to the 
Faringdon U3A. 
This report by Carolyn Williams was 
submitted for the July edition of The 
Faringdon Folly. 
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Both Beginners’ groups have now completed the introductory course, 
which I hope to run again in the autumn – this time as an eight session 
weekly course. Watch this space! 

I am also planning to run several one session workshops, as last year. 
These may well include one on Address Labels (ready for Christmas), and 
another on Backing Up Your Files. 

For further information contact Ian Clarkson . 
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Our next meetings are on Mondays 2nd August and 6th September at 
10.30am in the Library in Gloucester Street. This is a light-hearted group 
who read many different books, provided by the Library, discuss them and 
many other topics, and also exchange books we have obtained ourselves. 
Like reading? Come and try us!  

Sylvia Bowley  

� 21/9' 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups take place in the Catholic 
Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s Car 
Park) from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 
Monday Intermediate    Experienced 

Mon 12th July      No lesson in July  
Mon 9th August (change of date)  Wed 11th August  

Wednesday Intermediate 
Wed 7th July     Wed 6th August  

If you would like to join a group call Steve Braithwaite .  

The Getting Better Together Group meets in the United Church Hall 
from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 

Mon 5th and 19th July   Mon 2nd and 16th August 
Anyone with a little bridge experience is welcome. 

Contact Kay Chamberlain  
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The Beginners’ six session course has finished and we have agreed to 
postpone the trip to The Nation Archive at Kew until the autumn. I hope to 
start a new Beginners’ group in October. 

There will be no meeting for the Experienced group in July, but we will 
reconvene at the end of September – look for the date in the September/
October Newsletter. 

.All meetings are held at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham. 

Ian Clarkson 

9 �2/'�'2$ 

Wednesday, 14th July  
Visit to Buscot Old Parsonage and Garden. An early 18thcentury house 
with a small walled garden. Meet at GSCP at 2.15pm for car sharing to 
Buscot. Tea at Buscot Park afterwards. 

Wednesday  18th August (Please note change of agreed day) 
Visit to Woolstone Mill Gardens. Meet at GSCP at 2.00pm for car sharing 
to Woolstone. Teas are available at the garden. 

For more information contact Christina Field . 

- 32'19� 
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There will be no meeting in August. Our next meeting will be on Friday 
15th October 2010.  

Contact Robin Stewart  for more information. 

9 3,- 
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Come and join us at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon on 
the following dates (weather permitting): 

Friday 2nd July — Friday 16th July — Friday 6th August  

No previous experience required. 
Steve & Jenny Braithwaite . 
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We are going on “A historical stroll round Buscot” on Wednesday 4th 
August, finishing with tea at Buscot tea-room. Meet at Gloucester Street 
Car Park at 1.45pm.  
I have arranged a special opening of the Swinford Museum, Filkins, on 
Wednesday 1st September. The museum, one of Oxfordshire's oldest 
small museums, is housed in a 17th century cottage and is a fine collection 
of local domestic, agricultural, trade and craft tools. Meet at Gloucester 
Street Car Park at 1.45pm for car sharing. I need to know numbers in ad-
vance so please let me know if you are coming.  
All welcome to both these visit. 
Sue Thrower  

� 6$1� 
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The programme for our next three meetings is: 

Monday 26th July:  Three Sopranos  
No meeting in August 
Monday 27th September:  Programme to be arranged 

From September on, meetings will be on the last Monday of the month 
(except for Bank Holidays, when other dates will be arranged if possible) 
at 10.15 for 10.30am in Faringdon Library, Gloucester Street. Please let 
Beryl know in good time whether you will  or will not be attending each 
meeting.  

For more information contact Beryl Cooper . 

� �!13��, 
! 26$! 

 

Friday 9th July 
Trip to MONTACUTE HOUSE . Cost £13.  

 
15-18th April 2011 
HOLIDAY in Cornwall. Details later. 

For more information contact Jenny Braithwaite. 
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Thursday 22nd July: This month there will be a circular walk of just over 
8 miles, and it is to be led by Phil Chesterton; this is his description: “Meet 
at 10.00am at GSCP for car sharing to Neigh Bridge in the Cotswold Wa-
ter Park. The walk will show you the infant River Thames and its rival the 
River Churn. A pub lunch is anticipated in South Cerney. The walk is not 
suitable for mountaineers or those disposed to hydrophobia!”. 
Contact Phil Chesterton.  

Thursday 26thAugust: This month a circular walk of about 8¾ miles will 
start from GSCP to Coleshill & back, with lunch at the Radnor Arms, 
where we should be able to sample their own brew! Meet at GSCP at 
10:00 am.  
Contact Ken Bowley.  

� 3'!2; 

We meet as usual on the third Monday in the Library in Gloucester Street 
at 10.30am. The topics are: 

Monday 19th July—Places (real or imaginary) 
Monday 16th August—People (real or imaginary) 

Either write a poem about or find one to read about the above topics. 

For more information contact Joanne Collins. 

� ''/,'732: 

Our next meetings are Wednesday l4th July at 2.00pm and Wednesday 
11th August at 2.00pm. We meet at 10 Beech Close Faringdon. 

For more information contact Jo Harbour . 

< 61,!1�9 

We meet on the last Wednesday in the month at 2.00pm at Valerie’s (2 
Fernham Road Faringdon). We are a welcoming group which quilts by 
hand. We aim to cover all types of Patchwork and Quilting. We cater for 
beginners through to addicts.  

Do come and join us. 

For more information contact Valerie Burdall , Vanessa Sharkey or Jill 
Perry. 
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There are still a couple of places on the visit to Brooklands Museum, 
Weybridge on Tuesday 3rd August. Anybody interested in coming or 
being on the stand-by list should contact me as soon as possible—see the 
May/June Newsletter for more details.  

Information about the meeting on Tuesday 7th September will be 
circulated to regular group members in the next few weeks. 

Keith Thrower . 

$ !23,,'2$ 

Tuesday 27th July 
Meet at Faringdon Market Place, near the Crown Inn, at 10.15am. A 4 
mile walk to Fernham via Folly Park and Celia’s Coppice. Pub lunch and 
then catch the 2.30pm bus from the Pub back to Faringdon. 
Note different time and meeting place for this walk. Please bring bus 
passes. 
Please wear boots and bring waterproofs, plus something to drink. 

Tuesday 24th August 
No walk. 

For more information contact Rona Bingham. 

$ �2���,' 

We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month from 2-4pm. We are a relaxed 
and friendly group and beginners are always welcome. Ring to let us know 
you are coming, as there are only two tables. Two Leaders, two ad-
dresses— please check which it is each month! 

Monday 12th July Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 9th August Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 13th September Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

For further information contact Lynn Pettit or Sylvia Bowley. 
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18th July - Barrington Arms (Shrivenham), 12noon for 12.30pm 

3 choices of roast (choose on the day) also vegetarian option.  
Cost £5.50 for small portion (generous) or £7.50 for large. Desserts from 
£2.95. Coffee extra. 

If using the bus catch the 12.27 in the Market Place, arriving Shrivenham 
at 12.40; the return bus is hourly at 35 minutes past the hour (66). 

8th August (Note earlier date!) - Sudbury House Hotel (Faringdon), 
12noon for 12.30pm. 

Carvery – 2 courses £10.95, 3 courses £15. 

For further information on both lunches or to book a space, contact Sylvia 
Bowley. 

All are very welcome. 
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On Saturday 13th November 2010 I have reserved 30 seats in the stalls at 
The Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham for the matinee performance of “The 
Haunting”. This is a chilling new thriller adapted by Hugh Janes from 
“Ghost Stories” by Charles Dickens. The price for this is £29.50 per per-
son including coach and gratuities. Payment by 20thAugust. 
PLEASE SEND APPLICATION FORM (see inside back cover) WITH SEPA-
RATE CHEQUES FOR THE PERFORMANCE AND FOR VISITORS, (usual 
condition apply i.e. £1.50 extra and subject to availability) plus a S.A.E. to: Mrs 
S. Manners, Hillview, Sevenhampton, Swindon, SN6 7QA.   

A date for your diary! I have reserved 30 seats at the Watermill Thea-
tre for the matinee on Thursday 3rd February 2011!! to see “Seasonal 
Sauce” which is an annual dose of musical comedy compiled and di-
rected by Miss Helen Watson which should help us forget the winter 
blues. Full details in the September/October newsletter.  
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In early May about 40 members ventured on a National Trust Group resi-
dential weekend. We stayed for two nights in Eastbourne and visited 
Ightham Mote, Bodiam Castle, Bateman's and Petworth House. These 
gave memorable and contrasting experiences. We were also able to enjoy 
the Eastbourne sea front and, for some of us, an evening trip to Beachy 
Head. As with last year’s NT visit, the organisation was faultless – thanks 
Jenny and Steve. (See back cover for photos) 
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Please try to come if you would like to learn a few words in other 
languages and are interested in this group. You don’t need to have any 
linguistic talent, and the meetings are for pleasure, so there will be no 
hard slog or stress. We shall start by having a short general meeting to 
decide what languages are required, and this will be followed by a session 
to learn a few words in Romanian. (Contrary to popular belief, Romania 
is a very beautiful country, and its language is nice, and fairly similar to 
Italian. You might be pleasantly surprised!) 
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Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 
Tel: 01367 240 848; Email: keith.thrower@ukgateway.net  
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Thames Valley Network 
Architectural Study Day 

The Gothic Phenomenon The Gothic Phenomenon The Gothic Phenomenon    
from Finial to Follyfrom Finial to Follyfrom Finial to Folly    

Wednesday 24 th November 2010 
Rewley House, 1 Wellington Street, Oxford 

This Study Day will explore the influence of the Gothic from its begin-
nings. We shall look at England’s early cathedrals, dip a toe into It-
aly’s version of the Gothic and visit Strawberry Hill, the centre of 
Horace Walpole’s world. The final talk will take us into the estate of 
the 18th century industrial, Matthew Boulton, friend of James Watt, 
whose garden contained, not only the fashionable ‘folly’ but also a fac-
tory, manufacturing steam engines and other metal products. 

Rewley House is the main location for University of Oxford, 
Department for Continuing Education. It is conveniently placed in the 
centre of Oxford with good public transport and Park-and-Ride.  
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See page 14 for dates, times and other details 

Name: ………………………………………............................................... 

Tel: ………………....................................................................................... 

Guest’s Name: ………………………………………….............................. 

I/We would like……tickets for “The Haunting”  @ £29.50  

I/We would /would not be interested in going to” Seasonal Sauce”. 

I enclose my cheque(s) for ………….. made out to FARINGDON U3A 
THEATRE A/C (and not to me please!) and a SAE to Mrs S Manners, 
Hillview, Sevenhampton, Swindon SN6 7QA.  
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