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It seems a little strange to be writing this in the week before 
Christmas, knowing that it will be well into the New Year before 
anyone reads it! I will, nevertheless, express the hope that you all 
enjoyed a peaceful Christmas and that 2010 has started well for you. 

Traditionally the start of a new year is a time for new beginnings 
and new resolutions. I don’t normally make any of the latter but I 
am making an exception this year. What’s more I expect as many of 
you as possible to follow my example! My New Year’s Resolution 
(singular you notice) is simply to get more out of my U3A 
membership. I intend to join at least one more group – there are 
several on my list – and to make the most of our affiliation with the 
Thames Valley Network (TVN).  I also have it in mind to try to 
encourage the creation of one or two new groups in order to fill 
some of the perceived gaps in our coverage, but for this we will 
need new leaders/convenors. 

You will, I hope, have noticed the publicity in this and previous 
Newsletters for events organised by the TVN. As well as an annual 
conference they also arrange regular study days. I have attended two 
of these which were excellent, and have heard from other members 
that the recent ones on Music and Creative Writing were equally 
well received. In the coming months there are several more planned, 
starting in February with “Sharing Experiences” - a day in 
Abingdon aimed at existing or intending Group Leaders. I hope that 
Faringdon & District U3A will be able to take up its full quota of 
places for this event. Other topics for forthcoming Study Days 
include Music (possibly on Composers with anniversaries in 2010), 
Food Science, History of European Painting and Historic Towns of 
the Thames Valley. I think you will agree that there is something 
here to interest most people. Further information and application 
forms for all TVN activities will be available at our Thursday 
Meetings or from Anthony Burdall or myself. 

So all I have to do now is decide which group(s) to enquire about 
and which Study Days to apply for. What about you? We are 
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The copy deadline for the March/April newsletter is 
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News and photographs of group activities, articles, etc should be sent to: 

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 
  

 
The March/April newsletter will be available on Thursday 11th March 
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We are pleased to welcome the following new members who have joined 
U3A since 6th November: Wem Meeuws (Faringdon); Gill Palmer (Great 
Coxwell); Margaret Starr (Faringdon); Stella & Graham Tidmarsh 
(Shrivenham); Trish Wickstead (Great Coxwell). 

Barbara Ferris, who was a very early member of our U3A, is moving to 
Beaconsfield to be nearer her family. Our good wishes go with her as she 
settles down in her new home.  

We are sorry to report the sudden death of Jeff Greenhalgh (Shrivenham) 
who joined very recently. Our thoughts are with his wife Margaret and the 
family. 

fortunate to have such opportunities and really ought to make the 
most of them. Perhaps sharing my resolution might help keep one 
you have already made! 

Best wishes to you all 

Ian Clarkson 
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Our main meeting is held on the second Thursday of each month at 
Faringdon Corn Exchange, doors open 2.15pm for 2.30pm, unless 
otherwise advised. We start with a welcome from the Chairman, 
general notices and news Group Leaders. The main event is fol-
lowed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group Leaders 
and socialise.  

$���������# �� ����������
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"Basque refugees from the Spanish Civil War and their life in Ox-
fordshire" by Natalia Benjamin who is the national representative of 
the Spanish Basque refugees. 

January/February Newsletter available to collect. 
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"Action for Birds". Our bird-life is under constant threat, from 
predators, climate change and loss of habitat. John Clews covers the 
varied work of the RSPB, its history, the decline in bird numbers, 
reserves, projects, success stories, and the feeding of garden birds. 

$���������� �� ���� ���
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The Witness Service provides emotional support, practical help and 
essential information to victims, witnesses and others affected by 
crime. Margaret Ward from the Witness service will talk about her 
work.  

March/April Newsletter available to collect. 

Very much in advance but VERY IMPORTANT . . . 

$��������% �� �!"�����
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Annual General Meeting. Further details of the AGM will be in 
the March/April Newsletter. We could be looking for new Commit-
tee members, so please consider now whether you would be pre-
pared to stand and put something back into an organisation from 
which we all receive so much. 
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The Committee met on Wednesday 16th December 2009 to discuss a 
mixed agenda, including: 

· The Treasurer’s report showed that we expected to finish 2009 with a 
surplus of nearly £1,000—this was due mainly to not having spent 
anything on equipment for meetings. Also, Gift Aid income of nearly 
£1,360 was rather higher than expected.  

· The proposed 2010 budget showed a deficit for the year of nearly 
£1,400; this is due solely to our incurring a full twelve months’ 
expenses, but having only nine months’ income from members’ fees 
and Gift Aid (in 2011 the membership year will change to January to 
December, bringing it into line with our financial year; as a result, in 
2010 members will pay fees for April-December only).  

· It was reported that the new-style coffee morning on 24th November went 
well, with about 20 people attending. Mike Iremonger said that the Old Town 
Hall had already been booked for January, February and March 2010. 

· There had been many favourable comments about the Christmas 
Lunch, although it was noted that some couples who arrived towards 
12.30pm were unable to find seats together. The Committee decided 
that it did not wish to have pre-arranged seating, so the matter will be 
discussed with Sudbury House Hotel to see if they can be more 
flexible about table layouts in the future. 

· The Committee thanked Carolyn Williams and her team for an 
excellent programme of speakers for the past year. 

· There was some concern about the size of the audience at the monthly 
meetings and the pressure this puts on the catering facilities. Several 
suggestions were made which Mike Iremonger will follow up.  

· It was noted that some members arrive early for meetings before the setting
-up is completed. It was agreed that  “doors open” is at 2.15pm and 
members are asked not to come in to the Corn Exchange prior to this time.  

· It was agreed that we encourage current and prospective Group 
Leaders to attend the Study Day on 17th February. Each U3A is being 
limited to 6 delegates initially. Delegates from our U3A can claim 
travelling expenses (the day is free, so the only cost will be for lunch). 
Details are on page 22. 
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In a week when the closure of Southmoor House was 
announced and on a day that the BBC news led with an 
item on the use of psychotics, Dr Tony Maisey returned 
to address a very large U3A audience on "one of the 
greatest problems facing our society in the next few 
years" : dementia and psychiatric disease. In the UK the 
number of sufferers, currently 700000, is expected to 
reach 1 million by 2025, placing a huge burden on the 
NHS. The statistics are worrying : 5% of people over 65, 
20% over 80 and 33% over 90, have dementia, and of these, 50% suffer 
from Alzheimer’s, 20% from a vascular form of dementia, 10% from a 
variety of types including Huntingdon’s chorea and CJD, and the remain-
der with two of these.  

Diagnosis is difficult and takes up to 18 months, with many patients 
reluctant to seek help or denying they need it. Treatment is equally diffi-
cult, and benefits to the patient, and cost to the NHS, have to be consid-
ered. 9% of the UK's GDP is spent on health, and drugs which halt decay 
but do not restore memory only work for 18 months. They should not be 
used too early or for mild dementia. 

Dr Maisey stressed the importance of informing the DVLA of a per-
son's inability to drive safely and of giving enduring power-of-attorney to 
a family member whilst one is still compos mentis (www.alzheimers.co.uk 
has more information) He referred to the argument about psychotics, ex-
plaining that, when a dementia patient's behaviour deteriorates out of con-
trol, there is the stark choice between administering these drugs or remov-
ing him/her from the residential home and returning him/her to the family. 

Then, with the aid of a very clever "papershow" presentation, Dr 
Maisey went through all the forms of psychiatric disease : depression 
(when does unhappiness become depression?); manic depression: mania; 
psychopathic disorder; schizophrenia - "a thought disorder which blights a 
whole family's life"; anxiety; obsessional compulsive disorders, suffered 
by "most doctors"; addictions; hypochondria; paranoia; and so on. Treat-
ments vary greatly and a doctor has to use his own judgement on the most 
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appropriate one to prescribe. So complex are the issues involved that it 
was no surprise to learn that psychiatrists retire early, at 55. 

Asked about ways of avoiding dementia, Dr Maisey told us that there is 
no proof that exercising the brain makes any difference, though exercising 
the body does help to keep the brain fit. Diet has an effect, but it is not the 
same for all and is "not scientifically repeatable". 

Dr Maisey delivered his talk with just the right mix of seriousness and 
humour in the hope that his audience will remember his wise words. 

This report by Carolyn Williams also appeared  
in the December edition of The Faringdon Folly. 
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When James Mitchell and Grahame O'Connor agreed to come from the 
wilds of Wantage and include Faringdon on their "world tour of run-
down places", little did we know what a treat they had in store for us!  

Run-down? Indeed not! Every chair in the Corn 
Exchange was taken by members of our far from 
run-down Faringdon U3A who rocked with mirth 
at songs by Flanders and Swann or Stilgoe and 
Skellern. "Run-down" was, of course, only said, or 
rather, sung, in jest, and was but one of the very 
many hilariously politically incorrectnesses to be 
heard that afternoon!  

The audience joined in with "Mud, glorious 
mud", "It all makes work for the working man to 
do" and the song "of patriotic prejudice": "The English, the English are 
best, I wouldn't give a tuppence for all the rest". These sentiments were 
compounded by a spoof version of "La Mer" and "Puccini in Pundjabi"!  

Fun was made of librarians, nurses, the WI, the elderly, you name it, 
we laughed! No offence was meant, or taken, by any of the afore-
mentioned, or even those dreaded foreigners from beyond the English 
borders! There were the old favourites, "Madeira, M'Dear" and the "The 
London Omnibus", singing, reciting and even dancing! And afterwards, 
still chuckling, we ate our mince pies and drank our cups of tea and gave 
thanks to James and Grahame for a fabulous "Transport of Delight". 

This report by Carolyn Williams also appeared 
in the January edition of The Faringdon Folly. 
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Our next meetings are on Mondays 1st February and 1st March at 
10.30am in the Library in Gloucester Street.   

Sylvia Bowley —if no reply do not leave message but call. Joanne 
Collins). 

! 4$)5�5�9 �
We meet at 7:30pm on the first Thursday evening of each month 
at 27 Chestnut Avenue. We usually watch the previous month's 
BBC TV program Sky at Night, which often leads on to discussion 
or questions.  

If the sky is clear and dark we go into the garden to see what might 
be of interest in the sky. I have a 6" reflecting telescope and other 
members often bring their binoculars along. 

No previous knowledge of astronomy is assumed. For more informa-
tion contact John Campbell . 

����������:�� �*$��������; �� ��	 	�
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Once again a large number of members 
enjoyed Christmas Lunch at Sudbury 
House Hotel. Although the turnout of just 
over 70 was not as large as in 2008, those 
present considered the food, ambience and 
entertainment (by the Faringdon Junior 
School Choir; see picture) as good as, if 
not better than, previously. Many thanks to 
Mike Iremonger for his hard work in or-
ganising the event. 
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The response to the new Beginners’ Course was such that we have 
split into two groups – a small Truly Beginners Group – room for 
more if interested - and a larger Not Quite Beginners Group.  

. )<�63 �
A bridge drive for beginners and intermediates is planned for 
Monday Feb 15th at Shellingford Village Hall in aid of CRUSE, the 
bereavement charity. This will be a much smaller event than Steve's 
September drive and we hope it will encourage the less confident 
players to attend. Please put the date in your diary and details will 
be available in January. 

All Intermediate and Experienced groups take place in the Catholic 
Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s 
Car Park) from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 
Monday Intermediate    Experienced 

Mon 11th and 25th Jan    Wed 27thJan  
Mon 8th and 22nd Feb    Wed 24th Feb  

Wednesday Intermediate 
Wed 13th Jan and Wed 10th Feb  

If you would like to join a group please ring  
Steve Braithwaite.  

 
The Getting Better Together Group meets in the United Church 
Hall from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 

Mon 4th and 18th Jan; Mon 1st Feb  

For details about this group please contact Kay Chamberlain or 
Carolyn Clarkson 
 
Advance Notice: A new group, intended for complete beginners is 
starting - please contact Tim Cracknell for details. 
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The next Digital Photography Course will take place on two Tues-
day mornings (from 10.00am until noon) probably in late February 
or March. I am sorry that I cannot be more precise yet (and apolo-
gise to those to whom I have previously given other dates).  

These sessions are aimed at anyone who is trying to get to grips 
with digital photography. The first session covers ‘How to take bet-
ter pictures with your camera’ and the second is about ‘Digital pho-
tography and the computer’.  

If you wish to attend and haven’t already signed up, please do so at 
the January or February monthly meeting (Thursday 14th January or 
11th February. I am happy to discuss the content, if you are not sure 
whether it is right for you. 

Richard Watts 

� 5�07$3)4  (Continued) 

The former will meet on Wednesdays 20th January and 17th Feb-
ruary , while the larger group met on 6th January and will recon-
vene, after a long gap, on 10th February. I hope that over the course 
of these meetings both groups can begin to look at the Internet and 
all that it offers. 

Meetings are held at 2.00pm at 25 Stallpits Road. 

���/���"��

I have, over the last couple of months, run some workshops for 
those members with a little more computer experience. I was very 
grateful for the positive feedback. We covered Address Labels, Per-
sonalised Calendars and, at the suggestion of a couple of members, 
Files, Folders and Backups. I will no doubt do the first of these 
again next autumn but if there is sufficient demand for a repeat of 
the last workshop I would be happy to do it earlier. If you are inter-
ested please let me know. 

For further information contact Ian Clarkson. 
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Our next film is Cedric Kahn's "Feux Rouges" (Red Lights), a gripping, 
brooding thriller, based on a Georges Simenon story. The film (2003) is 
in French with English sub-titles. It will be shown on Friday, 26th Feb-
ruary  at 2.15pm for 2.30pm at 14 The Pines, Faringdon. 

Robin Stewart. 

� !�<:9 �� <4$5)9 �
The Experienced Group will meet on Friday 22nd January at 
10:30am. We hope to hear of Joan Hurst’s successes in finding her 
ancestors’ war records and will continue to search the 1911 census. 

The vibrant new Beginners’ Group met for the third time earlier in 
January to investigate the availability and use of Census data. We 
will meet again on Friday 5th of February at 11.00am. The theme 
for this meeting will be Data – collection and storage. 

All meetings are held at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham. 

Information for all  – group members or not: The U3A will have a 
stand at the “Who Do You Think You Are Live” exhibition, to be held 
at Olympia on 26th, 27th and 28th February. Group members will receive 
more information at the January meetings. If other interested U3A 
members would like more information please contact me. 

Ian Clarkson. 

6 !)�3�3)4 �
Friday 22nd January (Please note change of date and venue) 
Annual Planning Meeting where we decide what we want to do for 
the Year. Bring some good ideas and refreshments to share. Also 
short quiz (if we have time) and raffle. £1.50 to cover costs.  
Venue: The Old Town Hall, Market Place, Faringdon;. Time: 2.00pm. 

Thursday 18th February. Not yet decided.  

For more information contact Christina Field. 
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On Wednesday 3rd February we shall be visiting the Vale & 
Downland Museum in Wantage. The Museum tells the story of the 
whole of Vale of White Horse area from “fossils to Formula 1”. 
Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 1.30pm. There is a small en-
trance charge which allows further free entry for a year. For more 
information see www.wantage.com/museum. All are welcome.  
On Wednesday 3rd March we shall visit the Oxfordshire Museum 
in Woodstock. As well as permanent exhibits, the Museum has three 
special exhibitions on Soldiers of Oxfordshire (the Territorial 
Army), Winston Churchill Oxfordshire Hussar 1901-1965 and 
“ In the Footsteps of Henry Taunt” (historical and contemporary 
photographs of the River Thames). Meet at Gloucester Street Car 
Park at 1.15pm. Free entry to Museum. For more information see 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums. All are welcome.  
Group members may also be interested in the Thames Valley Network 
event ‘Historic Towns of the Thames Valley’ to be held on Wednesday 17th 
March in Henley; see page 21 for further information. This is the launch of 
a larger project; if you are interested in participating, contact me. 

Sue Thrower. 

� 74<� �! 00)3�<!$<5� �
The two present groups would like to re-combine into one. We are 
therefore changing the venue, the day and the time of our meetings. 
On Wednesday 27th January we shall meet in Faringdon Library at 
10.15 for 10.30am. If this proves satisfactory we shall continue to 
meet at the same time on the last Wednesday of each month. 
It would be possible to use the Library on Mondays instead of 
Wednesdays. If you would prefer Mondays or have any other que-
ries about the arrangements, please get in touch with Beryl Cooper 
Please, in any case, do let Beryl know in good time whether you 
will  or will not be attending each meeting. 
Wednesday 27th January: Music connected with Morris. 
Wednesday 24th February: Music of Shakespeare’s time. 
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We meet as usual on the third Monday in the Library in Gloucester 
Street at 10.30am. The topics are: 
 18th January—Fear 
 15th February—Jealousy 

Either write a poem about or find one to read about the above topics. 

Joanne Collins.�
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Having survived the dangers of the Witch’s kitchen in Hansel & 
Gretel in December, the Opera Group moves on to ancient Island of 
Crete, shortly after the Trojan War, for the January presentation of 
Mozart’s Idomeneo. Subsequent operas will take us to Hogarth’s 
London for Stravinsky’s The Rakes Progress and then onto ancient 
China for the First Emperor, a new opera by Tan Dun. Operas for 
the remainder of the year include Delibes’s Lakme, Donizetti’s 
L'elisir d'amore, Wagner’s Siegfried and finally arriving in Japan in 
July for Puccini’s Madame Butterfly. 

The first showing in each case will start at 5:30pm finishing at ap-
proximately 9:30pm. at the home of Anthon Burdall (2 Fernham 
Road, Faringdon; 01367 240 713). There will be an afternoon show-
ing, usually the day after the first showing, at the home of Anthony 
Burdall and then a final showing at the home of  Bobbie Stewart (14 
The Pines, Faringdon; 01367 241 295). 

At the beginning of the season, in September, a programme for the 
group was circulated. For a variety of reasons, the programme dates 
will change and hence a new programme will be available at the 
January meeting; if you would like a copy of the programme please 
contact Anthony. 

If you would like to come along to enjoy the opera you would be 
welcome – and there is space, although usually only in the afternoon 
showing! 

Anthony Burdall . 
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Monday 25th January Please note the change of day, which is for 
this month only. Note also meeting time. 
Subject to the result of a recce, this month’s walk will be circular of 
about 7 or 8 miles—taking in Wantage and Ardington with pub 
lunch at one of them. Meet GSCP 9.50am. 

Thursday 25th February 
A circular walk from Lechlade via Kelmscott of 5 miles followed by 
a 3 mile/7 stile circular walk round Lechlade. Lunch at The Trout 
Lechlade. Meet GSCP 10.00am. This walk will be led by John 
Campbell as I shall be away. 

Ken Bowley. 
 
Advance notice: As Ken is away in March, Ian Clarkson has of-
fered to lead “The Chairman’s Walk” on Thursday 25th March. Ian 
says “It is my intention to make the walk a little different – stretch-
ing the mind as well as the body – so please put the date in your di-
ary. We will cover the normal distance – 7 or 8 miles – on and 
around The Ridgeway, and I hope that lunch can be arranged in 
Bishopstone.” 

0<:!$34 �
Pilates will start again on Tuesday 12th January so do contact me if 
you fancy toning up after the excesses of Christmas! We meet at the 
Roman Catholic Church Hall, from 4.15 – 5.15pm on Tuesdays. 
The cost is £20 for a 4 week block of sessions or £7 per session. 
This covers the hire of the venue and the qualified instructor, Laura 
Jones. Newcomers are welcome to this small and friendly group, 
and no previous experience is needed. 

If you are interested in joining this small and friendly exercise class 
please contact Lynn Pettit for further details.  
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Our next meeting will be at Faringdon Community College on 
Tuesday 2nd February to hear Lynsey Thomas (Operations 
Director of Apollo Submarine Cable Systems Ltd, a subsidiary of 
Cable & Wireless) talk on “Worldwide Fibre Optic Networks: the 
Foundation of Modern Communication”. During the last few 
years Lynsey has had practical experience of project managing the 
planning and laying of several new major international undersea 
fibre optic cables – this covers not only the technical and financial 
aspects but also political and commercial negotiations. She also 
writes an occasional column on Women in Engineering for The 
Guardian. The talk will begin at 3.30pm and will be open to College 
pupils and staff. 

Details of our meeting on Tuesday 2nd March are being finalised 
and will be circulated to group members as early as possible. 

Keith Thrower . 

4 �)!..:3 �
This group is a good mix, very enjoyable and our two tables are usu-
ally taken but there is always computer scrabble! Ring us to let us 
know if you are coming. 

Monday 8th February  2.00pm at Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road) 

Monday 8th March 2.00pm at Lynn’s (14 Spinage Close) 

Lynn Pettit or Sylvia Bowley. 
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Tuesday 26th January 
Meet at the Market Place at 10.20 to catch the 10.27 No. 66 bus to 
Swindon.  Change to the No. 13 or 14 bus, from Fleming Way, to 
Coate Water. A 4 mile walk via Coate Water and Broome Manor.  
Lunch at the “Fairways” restaurant, then a short walk back via the 
Coate tree collection, catching a local bus just outside Coate Park  to 
Swindon.  Then return to Faringdon on the No. 66 bus. 

Tuesday 23rd February  
Meet at the Market Place at 10.10am to catch the 10.20am No. 66 
bus towards Oxford (getting off at Buckland Turn). A 4.75 mile 
walk back to Faringdon via Carswell and Littleworth. Lunch in Far-
ingdon after the walk. 

For both walks note the meeting place and the different times of 
the buses (bring bus passes).   

Again for both walks, please wear boots and bring waterproofs, plus 
something to drink. 

Rona Bingham. 
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17th January: Carswell Golf Club, 12.15pm. Please note that the 
minibus will not be available. Contact Sheila Donovan  to book or 
sign the list at the U3A meeting. 

21st February: Venue to be confirmed. For information please con-
tact Linda Leggett. 

All are very welcome. 
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Did you have a good festive season? Did you enjoy a glass of wine 
(or two) over the festivities? When you went to buy the wine, did 
you know what you wanted or would you like to know more about 
wine – how to select it, match it with food and the like? 

The Wine Group continues it’s exploration of the world of wine, 
learning about how wine is made, the different wine growing areas 
and wine types. Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of the month 
at Anthony’s house (2 Fernham Road, Faringdon) at 2:30pm, fin-
ishing at approximately 4:30pm. At each meeting we will be tasting 
wines. A charge of £5 per person will be made to cover the cost of 
the wines. 

All are welcome to come along and join the discussion but please let 
Anthony know in advance so that necessary supplies can be obtained. 

Anthony Burdall . 
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The English Touring Opera Company are coming to Cheltenham in 
April and I have reserved 30 seats for  The Marriage of Figaro by 
Mozart for the EVENING performance on Wednesday 7th April at 
7.30 pm. The price for this will be £30. 

I have also reserved seats to go to the Theatre Royal, Bath, to see 
Alison Steadman and David Troughton in Enjoy, Alan Bennett’s 
highly acclaimed comedy. (I was too late to book for this in Chel-
tenham so have had to follow it to Bath!!) This is on Saturday 10th 
April  at 2.30 pm. Price £30. 

 PLEASE SEND SEPARATE CHEQUES FOR EACH PERFORM-
ANCE AND FOR VISITORS,  plus a S.A.E. to: Mrs S. Manners, 
Hillview, Sevenhampton, Highworth, SN6 7QA. 

Latest date for application is Friday 22nd January 2010. Further 
details and application form on inside back cover.  
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The Third Age Trust’s 2010 U3A Photography Competition will 
have the theme “Coast” – the coastline of the United Kingdom 
throughout the seasons. The closing date will be 31st March 2010. 
Winning photos will feature in the U3A engagement calendar for 
2011. The 12 winning entrants will each receive a gift token and 6 
calendars and a couple of travel and photography books.  

· Landscape format colour photographs of UK coastline only. 
· Digital (preferred) of a minimum of 300dpi supplied on CD 

and saved in JPG format accompanied by a good colour print. 
· Prints of not less than 7” x 5”. 
· Maximum of 3 entries per individual. 

 
U3A National Summer Schools 2010 will take place at the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester from Monday 16th to Thursday 
19th August and from Monday 23rd to Thursday 26th August 2010.  
Les Dean has full details. 
 
 U3A South East Forum Summer School will be at the University 
of Chichester from Tuesday 6th to Friday 9th July 2010. Details of 
the wide range of courses available and further information from 
Les Dean. 
 
North West Region of U3As Residential School will be held at 
Myerscough College, Billsborrow, Preston from 7th to 10th April 
2010. Details from Les Dean. 
 
The Third Age Trust commissioned Francis Beckett, the Editor of 
U3A News to write a Short History of the U3A Movement. Les 
Dean has a copy of this 60-page book entitled “The U3A Story” and 
will order copies (£2.50 each, incl. p& p) for any member who 
would like him to do so. 
 
For more information about U3A nationally visit www.u3a.com. 
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The Thames Valley Network organises a programme of events, including 
Study Days, with renowned speakers which may well be beyond the re-
sources of an individual U3A. A full programme is planned for 2010 in-
cluding Study Days on ‘Historic Towns of the Thames Valley’ (17th 

March) , ‘Music – Development of Classical Music’ (June), ‘Food Science 
Day at the Museum of English Rural Life’ (September), and ‘History of 
European Painting’ (November). 
 
Our first Study Day in March launches our most ambitious project yet—a 
Network Collaborative Project, the U3A Thames Valley Network River-
side Project. The plan is that throughout 2010 and 2011, U3As will com-
bine to walk and study the Thames Footpath and its environs and study/
survey the river and riverside. Whilst walkers walk the Thames Path, other 
groups will study aspects of the path and river environs that are of interest 
to them; this could include local history groups looking at history along 
the river and its buildings, ornithology groups logging the bird life through 
the seasons, photographic groups undertaking photographic projects to 
record the path, science groups investigating river control and the environ-
ment, and gardeners reviewing gardens along the Thames Valley.  
 
The project will culminate in a 2 or 3-day residential Study School to be 
held in October 2011 at Wellington College to consider the results of the 
project. The Study Day on Wednesday 17th March 2010 on ‘Historic 
Towns of the Thames Valley’, to be held at the Henley River and Rowing 
Museum (Mill Meadows, Henley-on-Thames), will be the springboard for 
this exciting project—see page 21 for more details. Faringdon is well-
positioned to join in this project. If you would like to participate and meet 
and join with others, please get in touch. 
 
Details of all events can be found on the Thames Valley Network web site 
at www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ or can be obtained from Anthony Burdall (2 
Fernham Road, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7JY.  
 
Anthony Burdall 
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Application Forms for this event can be downloaded from 
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ or obtained from: 

Ian Clarkson or  
Anthony Burdall . 
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Application Forms for this event can obtained from: 

Anthony Burdall . 
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See page 19 for dates, times and other details 

NAME: ………………………………………........Tel: ……………….................... 

GUEST’S NAME: ………………………………………………….......................... 

I/We would like……Tickets for “The Marriage of Figaro” @ £30.00 

I/We would like …..Tickets for “Enjoy” @ £30.00 

I enclose my cheque(s) for …………..  made out to FARINGDON U3A THEA-
TRE A/C (and not to me please!) and a SAE.  

PLEASE SEND SEPARATE CHEQUES FOR EACH PERFORMANCE AND 
FOR VISITORS, plus a SAE to: Mrs S Manners, Hillview, Sevenhampton, High-
worth SN6 7QA.  

NO LATER THAN Friday 22 nd January 2010 PLEASE. 
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Have you noticed the Regional Study Days mentioned from time to time 
in the Newsletter? Well I have now been on several of these and wanted 
to tell you what a good day they are.  
Most recently I went to Witney and the Creative Writing Day at Henry 
Box School. The day cost me only £12 plus a little more for a delicious 
sandwich lunch, and also coffee/biscuits in the morning and tea/cakes in 
the afternoon. The morning was spent listening to various speakers, one 
an author who tried to tell us how she wrote, and then a lecturer from 
Reading University who is also a published poet, who gave us an insight 
into writing poetry, with a ‘recipe’ to follow.  
After lunch we all went to different workshops, mine being one that con-
centrated on poetry and again it was most interesting and fun. I went think-
ing that if I had ‘to stand up and be noticed’ I would look such a fool, but 
not at all, they were a good bunch and all threw themselves into it with en-
thusiasm. After the workshops finished we returned to the main hall where 
we heard what the other workshops had been about.  It was an excellent day 
and I with the other several people from Faringdon had a great time. 
Look out for these days, yes they are educational but the learning is in 
such a way that you don’t realise you are learning! 

Sylvia Bowley 
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