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I recently attended another stimulating Study Day, organised by the 
Thames Valley U3A Network. Most of the U3As in the network 
were represented and once again I was struck by the great 
differences in which these groups choose to operate. Many, like us, 
have monthly meeting and a wide range of interest groups. Others 
have a speaker each week but very few interest groups. 

While I think that one of the great strengths of the U3A movement 
is that each U3A is an autonomous body, I am very glad that we 
follow the first model. It is, as I have said before, my very firm 
belief that a U3A exists for the benefit of its members, and should 
always aim to provide what they want. By having a wide selection 
of interest groups we have a better chance of offering something for 
everyone.  

Not that we should be complacent! There is always scope for 
widening the choice. One of the questions posed at the 
aforementioned Study Day was “How do you start a new group?” 
My simple answer was “You express an interest”. I’m sure you, like 
me, can see gaps in the range of activities covered by our interest 
groups. It only takes half a dozen people to identify the same void 
for a new group to become a possibility. We are, without doubt, a 
very successful U3A, but I would hate for us to stagnate through 
smugness. If you have ideas for new groups please let me or John 
Campbell, the Interests Groups Co-ordinator, know so that we can 
endeavour to take matters further. 

Having talked about making your views known I should mention the 
forthcoming AGM, to be held on Thursday 8th April. We will be 
reporting on the past year’s activities, and electing a new committee. 
We may well be looking for one or two new faces to replace people 
who have come to the end of their term of office. Please do contact 
me if you would be interested. It is my hope that at the AGM there 
will be an opportunity for ordinary members to have a say. So, if 
you have a bee in your bonnet, come along and let us know about it. 
We will reward you with a cream tea! 
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The copy deadline for the May/June newsletter is 
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News and photographs of group activities, articles, etc  
should be sent to the Editor: 

Keith Thrower, 13 Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7JY 

The May/June newsletter will be available on Thursday 13th May 
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With this Newsletter you should have received your U3A Member-
ship Renewal form. We would be grateful if you could complete 
and return the form with the money and a Stamped Addressed 
Envelope by Friday 30th April at the latest. Please be aware, how-
ever, that because of the Membership Secretary’s extended holiday, 
there may be a slight delay in the issuing of Membership Cards. 
This will not affect your right to attend any U3A activities. 

In conclusion I will return briefly to the activities of the Thames 
Valley Network. I know that several of you were disappointed that 
the “Historic Towns of the Thames Valley” Study Day was 
oversubscribed. I am delighted to report that the day will be 
repeated later in the year and that previous applicants will be given 
preference – watch this space!  I can thoroughly recommend the 
concept and the experience of Study Days. There are many others 
planned by the TVN – have a look at their web site at: 
www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk 

Ian Clarkson 
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Our main meeting is held on the second Thursday of each month at 
Faringdon Corn Exchange, doors open 2.15pm for 2.30pm, unless 
otherwise advised. We start with a welcome from the Chairman, 
general notices and news from Group Leaders. The main event is 
followed by free refreshments and a chance to contact Group Lead-
ers and socialise.  

&�!�������� �� ��������
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The Witness Service provides emotional support, practical help and 
essential information to victims, witnesses and others affected by 
crime. Margaret Ward from the Witness Service will talk about 
her work.  

March/April Newsletter available to collect. 

&�!������# �� ����	
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Annual General Meeting. A notice with an agenda is on page 6. 
See the Chairman’s Message for more information, especially that 
we could be looking for new Committee members. Please consider 
now whether you would be prepared to stand and put something 
back into an organisation from which we all receive so much. 

&�!�������' �� ������
�
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Hugh Granger on "Sayings from village life" . An amusing look 
at the origins of some of the many phrases and proverbs used by our 
ancestors.  

May/June Newsletter available to collect. 

&�!�������
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Dr Christopher Brown , Director of the Ashmolean Museum in 
Oxford, will talk about "The New Ashmolean", reopened by Her 
Majesty The Queen last year after huge rebuilding works and reno-
vation.  
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The Committee met on Tuesday 16th February 2010. The main items of note 
were: 

· There will be no Summer Outing in 2010; members will be asked for 
ideas and prefereces for 2011. The Summer Lunch will be in August—
date to be agreed. 

· Arrangements for the Christmas Lunch 2010 - Mike Iremonger was asked 
to look into the possibility of moving the date to January 2011 and also 
the cost of having greater choice of menu. (Note: After further discussion, 
including Sudbury House Hotel, Mike has booked Thursday 16th 
December, but he is still looking into a greater choice of menu.) 

· It was agreed to puchase a desktop display stand for use at monthly and 
other meetings for posters, lists, etc. The possibility of our purchasing 
additional chairs for U3A use in the Corn Exchange will also be looked into. 

· The Corn Exchange is due for refurbishment in August and an alternative 
venue for our September meeting will be sought in case the work over-runs.   
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Natalie Benjamin 

The plight of 4000 refugee chil-
dren who fled to England in 1937 
to escape from the carnage of the 
Spanish Civil War was, for many 
years, "glossed over by histori-
ans" and "consigned to oblivion" 
until Natalia Benjamin took the 
step of researching her Spanish 
mother's history, con-
tacting others with 
similar backgrounds, 
and setting up the 
Basque Children of '37 
Association. 

Many of us will have 
seen their documentary 
aired several times by the 
BBC "The Guernica 
Children" and few do not know 
Pablo Picasso's famous painting, so, 
it was in anticipation of learning 
more that a brave band of U3A 
members turned out in a large num-
ber, despite the awful weather, to 
hear Natalia. 

Thirty three thousand children 
were evacuated from Spain, 
mainly to France, Belgium, and 
Russia. This exodus followed 
Franco's blockade along the north 
coast, his assault on Bilbao, and 
indiscriminate bombing of cities. 

Pleas were made to the British 
government to take in refugee chil-
dren, but Baldwin refused, consid-
ering it would go against the prin-
ciple of non-intervention. After the 
bombing of Guernica, the British 
public was horrified, an appeal was 
launched and donations flooded in, 

but the government stood its 
ground.  

The Duchess of Atholl, 
President of the National 
Joint Committee for Spanish 
Relief, asked Leah Manning, 
of Spanish Medical Aid, to 
go to Bilbao, just 2 days be-
fore the Guernica bombing, 
to organise an evacuation of 

children. Leah campaigned freneti-
cally and almost achieved the im-
possible when she managed to 
bring 4,000 children back to 
Southampton on a ship built for 
800. 

Natalia described the arrival of 
these children. They were fright-
ened, seasick, missing their par-
ents, whom many would never see 
again.  

Initially they were settled in a 
tented camp near Southampton and 
subjected to a boarding school rou-
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new blue plaque on the wall of 
what now is a nursery school. 

At Eaton Hastings, Lord Far-
ingdon lent another group the 
gatehouse of Buscot Park (it is still 
called Basque House). He pro-
vided food, allowed them to use 
his swimming pool, set up a 
school. Unfortunately, the cook 
turned out to be an anarchist who 
encouraged the children to rebel 
against helping out in the park! 
Lord Faringdon also took in a 
group of Spanish intellectuals, like 
Portillo. 

Of course, amongst 4000 chil-
dren, some had behavioural prob-
lems and the right-wing press had 
a field day even stating, after one 
incident, "Basque children must 
go". The Faringdon Advertiser 
accused Lord Faringdon of hoping 
for "a new Spain" (well, who 
wouldn't?) In 1938, children 
started to be repatriated, on condi-
tion that there was someone left in 
their families to look after them. 
Sadly, many false letters were sent 
to the UK because so many par-
ents were dead. By 1939, 420 chil-
dren remained in this country and 
adoptive parents were sought. 
Three colonies remained open in 
1940 and repatriation was sus-
pended.  

Spanish girls went to work in 
domestic service or other jobs, boys 
worked for war industries or on 
farms. Some joined up. By 1945, 

tine. The following month, June 
'37, came news of the fall of Bil-
bao, where so many of their parents 
had been opposing Franco's troops 
and were either killed or made pris-
oner. Such despair. 

The British public welcomed 
the children with great generosity 
and Cadbury's, Rowntrees, Wool-
worths, Marks and Spencers were 
among large donors of clothes and 
food. 

Several "colonies" were set up 
to take the children from the camp. 
They were run by organisations 
such as the Welsh Miners, the 
Peace Pledge Union, the London 
Teaching Association, and by gen-
erous benefactors such as the Cad-
bury family, and Lord Faringdon. 

In Oxfordshire there were five 
"colonies", two of which were in 
our area. At St. Joseph's, Aston 
(near Bampton), 25 girls and 15 
boys stayed from June 1937 to Oc-
tober 1939. Patrick Early, of the 
Witney factory, gave each one a 
scarlet woollen blanket, but they 
still suffered from the cold and did 
not like the food. Any passing 
plane frightened them.  

One regular visitor was Cora, 
studying Spanish at Oxford, and 
soon to meet and marry Luis 
Portillo, one of the intellectuals that 
Lord Faringdon helped to leave 
Spain. Their son is the politician, 
Michael Portillo, and Cora came to 
Aston not long ago to unveil the 
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only 383 were left here, including 
Natalia's mother, a teacher. Those 
who returned to Spain faced trau-
matic times and some tried to come 
back. For many, their stay in Eng-
land was "the happiest time in their 
lives", a period of stability and peace. 
For others it has meant a loss of iden-
tity, feeling neither English in Eng-
land, nor Spanish in Spain. 

The aim of the Association is to 
"recuperate historic memory", " to 
place this story in its rightful con-
text and foster collective memory".  

Natalia brought a wonderful 
collection of display boards full 
of nostalgic photos of children's 
faces. Who knows what memo-
ries lay behind those sorrowful 
eyes? We were fascinated by the 
whole story that some confessed 
to knowing nothing about. Thank 
you, Natalia, for informing us so 
interestingly and movingly. 

 
This report by Carolyn Williams 
also appeared in the February 
edition of The Faringdon Folly. 
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John Clews 

With over a million members, the 
RSPB is the largest wildlife or-
ganisation in Europe. Its 
junior branch, Wildlife 
Explorers, is 17000 
strong. By the end of 
John Clew's talk, there 
were 7 more paid-up 
members in Faringdon, 
and dozens of requests 
for a book on birds to be 
sent out free-of-charge. 

The Corn Exchange was packed 
and everyone listened attentively 
to a very informative and well-
illustrated talk. John first re-
counted the charity's history, going 
back to the 19th century fashion of 
wearing feathers. Ten tons of them 

were shipped into the Port of Lon-
don every week, leading to the 

foundation of the Plume 
and Feather Club in 
1879, to protest against 
such bird destruction. In 
1904 it became a charity 
and, after the 1911 cam-
paign to save the egret, 
the plumage trade was 
abolished in 1921. In 
1961 the RSPB bought 

the Lodge and its acres of land 
near Bedford, to set up its HQ. It 
now employs 12000 paid staff and 
volunteers. John described the lat-
ter as the organisation's 
"backbone", particularly in their 
work with children. 
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We have all been made aware 
of the decline in bird numbers : 
72% of starlings, 96% of corn 
buntings, 55% of skylarks etc. For 
this there are many reasons. Pub-
lic enemy number one is the cat. 
The RSPB asks cat owners to 
bring them in at night and to put a 
bell round their necks.  

Farming is another problem, 
with the disappearance of hedge-
rows and the use of insecticides, 
though 172 farms in our area have 
signed up to the Volunteer-Farmer 
Alliance to find ways of reversing 
this decline.  

Farmers can now be subsidised 
for cutting hedgerows only twice in 
a five year period. Wildlife is threat-
ened by global warming and the use 
of renewable energy rather than 
fossil fuels is to be encouraged. 

Abroad, the French shoot birds 
and the Greeks trap them to eat as 
a delicacy. Birdlife International 
was set up to combat this, and 20 
million birds in Cyprus were 
saved after a series of prosecu-
tions. Last year this organisation 
took out a 100 year lease on a 
large area of Sumatran Rainforest 
to save it for its wildlife. 

The RSPB has 200 reserves in 
this country and can boast of its 
recent success stories. Many birds 
that had almost become extinct 
(the avocet, bittern, osprey, red 
kite etc) are now breeding once 

again. Birds are in our gardens 
and we can do a lot to encourage 
them to stay. We are all aware that 
they need feeding in this cold 
weather and berry-bearing shrubs 
will save many lives, but we need to 
remember that they need help all 
year round. John advised us to put 
bird tables in the middle of the 
lawn, away from cats hiding in 
bushes, to use metal and not net 
seed containers, to give them grated 
cheese, sultanas or raisins, and 
plenty of clean water. 

 
This report by Carolyn Williams also 
appeared in the March edition of The 
Faringdon Folly. 
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Our next meeting is on Monday 12th April (note date change be-
cause of Easter) in the Library, Gloucester Street. The May meeting 
is cancelled as this also falls on a Bank Holiday, and is NOT being 
moved.  

Sylvia Bowley or call Joanne Collins. �
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All Intermediate and Experienced groups take place in the Catholic 
Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway behind Budgen’s 
Car Park) from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 
Monday Intermediate    Experienced 

Mon 8th and 22nd March    Wed 24thMarch  
Mon 19th and 26th April   Wed 28th April  

Wednesday Intermediate 
Mon 8th and Wed 17th March 
Wed 21st April  

If you would like to join a group please ring  
Steve Braithwaite  

� �&%5�5�9 �
We meet at 7:30pm on the first Thursday evening of each month 
at 27 Chestnut Avenue. We usually watch the previous month's 
BBC TV program Sky at Night, which often leads on to discussion 
or questions.  

If the sky is clear and dark we go into the garden to see what might 
be of interest in the sky. I have a 6" reflecting telescope and other 
members often bring their binoculars along. 

No previous knowledge of astronomy is assumed. For more informa-
tion contact John Campbell. 
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The Truly Beginners Group will meet on Wednesdays 10th and 
31st March, and 14th and 28th April . We will, over these four ses-
sions be looking at Using the Internet (Safely), and Sending and Re-
ceiving Emails.  

The Not Quite Beginners will meet on 3rd and 24th March and the 
7th and 21st April . I hope that over these sessions members will gain 
confidence in dealing with emails, including those attachments that 
people keep sending! 

Meetings are held at 2:00pm at 25 Stallpits Road��

For further information contact Ian Clarkson. 
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Our next film is Patrice Leconte's "L'homme 
du train", a comedy drama starring Jean 
Rochefort and Johnny Hallyday. The film 
(2001) is in French with English sub-titles.  
It will be shown on Friday, 30th April  at 
2.15pm for 2.30pm at 14 The Pines, Faring-
don.  

Contact Robin Stewart for more information. 
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The Getting Better Together Group meets in the United Church 
Hall from 10.00am to 12 noon on the dates given below: 

Mon 1st, 15th and 29th March 
Mon 12th and 26th April  

For details about this group please contact Kay Chamberlain or 
Carolyn Clarkson 
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The Experienced Group will meet on Friday 26th March at 
10:30am. We will look again at researching the military history of 
our grandparents but will spend most of the morning trying to 
“Dyna-Rod” members’ blockages. Please let me have details of 
walls you have come up against some time before the meeting. 

The Beginners’ Group’s progress has been affected by the weather. 
We will meet again on Friday 5th March at 11:00am. The theme 
for this meeting will be Looking at Other Sources – particularly for 
information prior to 1837. The April meeting will, because of Good 
Friday, take place a week later than usual – Friday 9th April , when 
the topic will be Data – Collection and Storage. The last of our six 
sessions will be on Friday 7th May when the focus will be decided 
by the group members. We will use time during the April and May 
meetings to plan our end of course trip to the National Archive at 
Kew. 

All meetings are held at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham. 

Ian Clarkson  

* �%�+�+%� �
Thursday 18th March: Trip to Eastleach to see the naturalised daf-
fodils in the village and then on to the Lechlade Garden Centre to 
see what is on offer for the Spring and Summer Garden. Tea avail-
able in the Restaurant. Meet at 1.45pm in the GSCP for car sharing 
to Eastleach. 

Sunday 11th April : Visit to Abbotswood (Stow on the Wold) 
which has massed plantings of spring bulbs in landscaped hillside 
stream gardens. Open under the National Gardens Scheme. Meet at 
1.45pm in the GSCP for car sharing to Abbotswood. 

The visit to The White Horse Nursery for a demonstration on the 
preparation of hanging baskets has been re-arranged for Thursday 
6th May. Meet at 1.45pm in the GSCP for car sharing to Longcot. 

For more information contact Christina Field  
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For those of you who were unable to attend the Study Day on 
“Historic Towns of the Thames Valley” on 17th March I plan to use 
our meeting on Wednesday 7th April to give a report on the Study 
Day so that we can discuss whether as a Group or as individuals we 
wish to take part in this interesting project. The meeting will take 
place at my house (13 Fernham Road Faringdon) starting at 2.15pm. 
There will be a planning meeting in Goring to discuss taking the 
project further on Wednesday 21st April —see pages 24 and 25 of 
this Newsletter for more details. 
On Wednesday 5th May we shall have a walk round historic 
Shrivenham. Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 1.45pm. In order 
to organise car-sharing could please let me know whether or not you 
are coming. 
All welcome to these meetings. 

Sue Thrower  
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The programme for our next four meetings is: 

Monday 29th March:  Music for Easter 
Monday 26th April:  To be arranged 
Monday 24th May: Paganini (Note change of date as last 

Monday in May is a Bank Holiday) 
Monday 28th June: Three Sopranos 

We meet in Faringdon Library, Gloucester Street at 10.15 for 
10.30am. Please let Beryl know in good time whether you will  or 
will not be attending each meeting.  

For more information contact Beryl Cooper  
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The March presentation for the Opera Group is ‘The First Emperor’ 
by Tan Dun. This is a new opera premiered at the New York Met in 
2006 with Placido Domingo in the lead role as Emperor Chi. It is a 
fascinating blend of classical European opera and classical Chinese 
opera.  
April ’s showing will be ‘Lakme’ by Delibes from Australian Opera, 
to be followed in May by a very recent production of Donizetti’s 
‘L'elisir d'amore’ from Glyndebourne Opera. 
The first showing in each case will start at 5:30pm finishing at ap-
proximately 9:30pm. at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham 
Road, Faringdon). There will be an afternoon showing, usually the 
day after the first showing, at the home of Linda Leggett (37 The 
Pines, Faringdon; 01367 241 430) and then a final showing at the 
home of Bobbie Stewart (14 The Pines, Faringdon; 01367 241 295). 
If you would like to come along to enjoy the opera you would be 
welcome – and there is space, although usually only in the afternoon 
showing! 
If you want to find out more and enjoy opera, contact Anthony Bur-
dall. 

Anthony Burdall . 
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All places now taken. I shall be sending out final details (on receipt 
of your final payment!) during March.  

Jenny Braithwaite  

� ++�)+"5%8 �
Our next three meetings will be of Wednesday 10th March, 
Wednesday l4th April and Wednesday 12th May  at 10 Beech 
Close, Faringdon from 2.00pm onwards. 

Contact Jo Harbour for more information. 
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We meet as usual on the third Monday in the Library in Gloucester 
Street at 10.30am. The topics are: 

15thMarch —Memories 
19thApril —Faith Hope or Charity 

Either write a poem about or find one to read about the above topics. 

Joanne Collins �
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Pilates is a gentle exercise class with em-
phasis on posture and core stability. We 
meet at the Roman Catholic Church Hall, 
from 4.15 – 5.15pm on Tuesdays. The cost 
is £24 for a four-week block of sessions or 
£8 per session. This covers the hire of the 
venue and the qualified instructor, Laura 
Jones. Newcomers are welcome to this 
small and friendly group, and no previous 
experience is needed. Please phone me to 
discuss if you are interested.  

Call Lynn Pettit for further details.  
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The March walk will be the Chairman`s walk and I`m intrigued by 
the reference to his intention to “stretch the mind as well as the 
body”. I`m sorry that I`ll miss it! Although I hope to be around for 
the April walk, I`ll not have time to do a recce, and Jane Archer will 
be leading it. Ken Bowley 

I will be leading “The Chairman’s Walk” on Thursday 25th March. 
It is my intention to make the walk a little different – stretching the 
mind as well as the body – so please put the date in your diary. We 
will cover six miles in the morning– on and around The Ridgeway. 
There will be a lunchtime quiz and an optional three to four miles in 
the afternoon. I am hoping to arrange lunch in Bishopstone - the 
start and finish of both walks. Please meet at Gloucester Street Car 
Park at 9:50 am for car sharing. If you wish to go directly to Bishop-
stone please contact me beforehand to arrange a meeting place. 

Ian Clarkson  

The meeting on Thursday 22nd April will be an 8-9 mile walk from 
Westwood along White Horse Way and Tarn Hill Way, with lunch 
in Oare. Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 10.00am for car shar-
ing to a car park near West Kennet.  

Jane Archer  
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We have a visit to Intel  in Swindon on 
Tuesday 6th April . In addition to a tour of 
the Development Laboratories, Intel staff 
will talk about different aspects of Intel’s 
microchip technology, and give a 
presentation on Intel’s involvement in the 
car being developed for an attempt on the 
world land speed record. Sounds 
interesting! I have already circulated 

information to Group members but others will be welcome if there 
is room—contact me for details.  

Details of our meeting on Tuesday 4th May are being finalised and 
will be circulated to Group members as early as possible. 

Group members and others may be interested in the DANA meeting 
on Wednesday 24th March on Neuroethics - see page 26 for more 
information. 

Keith Thrower . 

� �%�11)+ �
We meet on the second Monday of the 
month from 2.00 – 4.00pm.  We only have 
two tables so please phone to book your 
place.  We are a relaxed and friendly group 
and beginners are always welcome. Ring us 
to let us know if you are coming. 

Monday 8th March Lynn’s  
    (14 Spinage Close, Faringdon) 

Monday 12th April  Lynn’s 

Monday 17th May Sylvia’s (53 Town End Road, Faringdon) 

Lynn Pettit or Sylvia Bowley  
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Tuesday 23rd March 
Meet at the Market Place at 10.20am to catch the 10.27am No. 66 
bus to Shrivenham. A 3.5m circular walk around Shrivenham. Pub 
lunch after the walk.  Then return to Faringdon by bus. 
Tuesday 27th April 
Meet at the Market Place at 10.10am to catch the 10.20am No. 66 
bus to Oxford. A 4.5m mile walk via meadows and the River Cher-
well to Marston. Pub lunch and then walk through Marston village 
to catch the No. 13 bus into Oxford.  Change to the No. 66 bus back 
to Faringdon. 

For both walks note the meeting place and the different times of 
the buses (bring bus passes).   

Again for both walks, please wear boots and bring waterproofs, plus 
something to drink. 
Rona Bingham  

� (���9 �) (��6 �
21st March. Sudbury House Hotel, Faringdon. 12.15pm 
Choose from Carvery and/or set menu. £14 for 3 courses. £9.95 for 
2 courses. Coffee/tea included. 
Please note this is a change of venue. 

18th April. The Bell Hotel, Faringdon. 12.15pm 
Carvery + Dessert + Coffee/tea. £10 
Please note the change of date for this venue. 

For further information contact Sheila Donovan  

16th May. Carswell Club House. 12.15pm 
Carvery + Dessert + Coffee/tea. £10.95 

For further information contact Sylvia Bowley  

All are very welcome. 
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On Saturday 22nd May I have reserved 30 
seats at Salisbury Playhouse for the mati-
nee performance of “Les Liaisons Danger-
euses”. This is a story of Love and Revenge 
in pre-Revolution Paris; former lovers the 
Marquise de Merteuil and theVicomte de 
Valmont lay a bet to see who can pull off 
the greater act of seduction. Reputations are 
put at risk and lives destroyed as neither of 

these amoral aristocrats is concerned with the consequences of their 
cynical game – until, that is, love gets in the way. The play was pre-
miered at the RSC in 1985, transferred to the West End and Broad-
way, and won several Best Play awards. The price for this is £24.00 
including. coach and gratuities.  
PAYMENT by Friday 16 th April.  
 

On Saturday 3rd July I have reserved 36 seats for the matinee of 
“Daisy Pulls It Off” at The Watermill Theatre, Newbury - be 
warned only 4 of these seats are in the stalls so book early if you 
can’t manage the stairs. It’s 1927 and Daisy Meredith is the first 
scholarship girl taken from an elementary school to be allowed ac-
cess to the hallowed halls of Grangewood School for Young Ladies. 
This was a huge West End hit and won the Olivier Award and 
Drama Theatre Award for Best Comedy. Price £24.00. 
PAYMENT by Saturday 24thApril. 
 

PLEASE SEND SEPARATE CHEQUES FOR EACH PERFORM-
ANCE AND FOR VISITORS, (usual conditions apply i.e. £1.50 
extra and subject to availability) plus a S.A.E. to:  

Mrs S. Manners 
Hillview 
Sevenhampton 
Highworth SN6 7QA   

 

See inside back cover for Application Form.  
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The National  Conference for 2010 has had to be cancelled due to 
problems in finding a suitable venue. 

The Annual  General Meeting 2010 will be held at the Royal Agri-
cultural College, Cirencester on Thursday 9th September.  

BBC TV is making a documentary series about attitudes to money 
and would like to speak to people about the role money plays in 
their lives. If interested, contact Tara Nolan on 020 7557 2364 or at 
tara.nolan@bbc.co.uk. 

Anyone wishing to be considered for the ITV General Knowledge 
Quiz Series “The Chase”, email thechase@itv.com by 10th March. 

There are still vacancies on Cinema History, Latin American Span-
ish, Philosophy, Poetry, Story Telling & Writing courses at the 
Summer School at Cirencester starting on 23rd August. 

A lot of photographs have been sent in for the Photography Compe-
tition but more would be welcomed by 31st March. 

For more information about U3A nationally visit www.u3a.com. 
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A first for the Network Study Day oversubscribed. Whilst attendance at 
Network events has been rising, the first Study Day for the 2010 pro-
gramme is ‘Historic towns of the Thames Valley’ at the Henley River & 
Rowing Museum and it is significantly over subscribed. To cope with de-
mands there will be a second ‘Historic towns of the Thames Valley’ Study 
Day later in the year. 

The next Study Day will be ‘Development of Classical Music’ on Monday 
28th June 2010 at Rewley House, Oxford: perhaps the message should be 
to book early to avoid disappointment. 

Plans for our most ambitious project yet, the U3A Thames Valley Net-
work Riverside Project are being put in place. This is a Network Collabo-
rative Project. Throughout 2010 and 2011, U3As will combine to walk 
and study the Thames Footpath and its environs and study/survey the river 
and riverside. Whilst walkers walk the Thames Path, other groups will 
study aspects of the path and river environs that are of interest to them. 
The project will culminate in a 2 or 3 day residential Study School to be 
held in October 2011 at Wellington College to consider the results of the 
project. The twin objectives are: (a) to gain information on the Thames 
Path and environs for presentation at the final Study School; and (b) to get 
U3As working together throughout the Network. Faringdon U3A is very 
much positioned to join in this project. 

Following the Riverside Project launch at the ‘Historic towns of the 
Thames Valley’ Study Day, there will be a initial Planning Meeting on 
Wednesday 21st April 2010 in Goring Village Hall. Details are opposite 
and all are very welcome. 

Details of all events can be found on the Thames Valley Network web site 
at www.u3atvnetwork.org.uk/ or can be obtained from Anthony Burdall (2 
Fernham Road, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7JY 

Anthony Burdall 
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See page 21 for dates, times and other details 

Name: ………………………………………............................................... 

Tel: ………………....................................................................................... 

Guest’s Name: ………………………………………….............................. 

I/We would like……Tickets for “Les Liaisons Dangereuses” @ £24.00  

I/We would like …..Tickets for “Daisy Pulls It Off” @ £20.00 

I enclose my cheque(s) for ………….. made out to FARINGDON U3A 
THEATRE A/C (and not to me please!) and a SAE.  

PLEASE SEND SEPARATE CHEQUES FOR EACH PERFORMANCE 
AND FOR VISITORS, plus a SAE to: Mrs S Manners, Hillview, Seven-
hampton, Highworth SN6 7QA.  

“Les Liaisons Dangereuses” - Payment by Friday 16th April at latest 

“Daisy Pulls It Off” - Payment by Saturday 24th April at latest 
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