FARINGDON & DISTRICT

Newsletter May/June 2009

Anthony looks back on his
three years as Chairman, while
for the rest of the Rambling
Group, right, it continues to bge
a case of “Onward and
Upward”. There are, however,
always some rewards to antigi-
pate, like lunch in the Blue
Boar, Longworth , below

Deadline for July Edition

Copy for the next edition,
available on Thursday 9th
July, should be sent to Keith
Thrower byFriday 26th
June Please send items to
keith.thrower@ukgateway.n
PLEASE NOTE THE
CHANGE OF EDITOR

t Bank Holiday Bluebells, Badbury Clump
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Chairman’s Message

This is a kind of “Buy One Get One Free” message. As your new
Chairman | feel | have to continue Anthony’s habit of writing something
- he would never forgive me if | didn’t! At the same time | am suppgsed
to write an editorial. | hope, therefore, that you will forgive me if the
message is a little confusing.

As | said at the AGM, it is with some trepidation that | step into

Anthony’s rather large shoes. In its relatively short life Faringdon &
District U3A has had two inspiring, if very different, people at the he
In the early days Jenny Braithwaite and her committee showed
tremendous energy in laying the very solid foundations of what is now a
thriving organisation. For the last three years Anthony has carried ¢n the
good work, showing great commitment and persuasive powers.
Membership has grown by over 20% per year for the last five years, and
this is testimony to the fact that the two leaders were aware of what was
needed and had the support of their committees in being able to prpvide
it. It is my hope that you, the current members, will continue to give
your support to the new committee, that you will tell us what we are
doing right, but, more importantly, let us know how things could be
improved. Remember at all times that the U3A exists for its membaers,
and depends on its them for its existence.

m.

| have mentioned the support Jenny and Anthony have received from
their committees. One constant factor over the years has been Sug
Manners, who, after six years’ service, finally stepped down at the
AGM. It would be very wrong of me not to pay tribute to the immense
contribution that Sue has made to the success of our U3A. She has been
a tireless Membership Secretary and has helped in so many other yays.

She will be sorely missed but thoroughly deserves a rest, and will not be

disappearing completely. We are delighted that Sue will continue tg look

after the needs of the Theatregoers Group. Thank you, Sue - your
splendid years of service are really appreciated.

of what goes on in other U3As, particularly those in the Thames Vdlley
Network. You will have noticed the regular notices in this Newsletter for
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One of the legacies of Anthony’s Chairmanship is a wider understanding

Computer Groups

Unfortunately both the Beginners group and the “Get More Out of
Your Computer” group have now finished for the summer break. If
there is sufficient demand we may well start again in the autumn.

For further information contact lan Clarkson on 01793 782836 or at
ian.clarkson@gmail.com

Summer Lunch - a date for your diary

Please make a note of the date - Thur&¥ly August- for the
Faringdon & District U3A social event of the year. All members are

welcome to join us for Food, Fun and Entertainment - all provided by

youl!

Watch out for the July Newsletter for full details.




Faringdon & District U3A Theatregoers

On Saturday F1October we are returning to the Watermill Theatre at
Newbury to see “Educating Rita” This is an inspiring, humorous tale

of self discovery and the power of educatiorBiyDOD BROTHERS
playwright, Willy Russell. Bored with teaching English Literature to
unappreciative, pretentious undergraduates, Frank Bryant takes solace
in his whisky glass and reflects on what might have been. His world

Is turned upside down by the arrival of Rita, a bubbly, working class
hairdresser who decides to find herself by taking an Open University
course, much to the dismay of her husband .....

Price including coach and tip £22.50. Normal conditions apply for
visitors i.e. £1.50 extra eadALEASE send_separateheques for
visitors, and S.A.E. PLEASHo me at;Mrs S.Manners, Hillview,
Sevenhampton, Highworth SN6 7QA.

NO LATER THAN 12 ™ JUNE PLEASE

FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A THEATREGOERS

I/We would like...... Tickets for “EDUCATING RITA " on 31/10/09
@ £22.50

| enclose my cheque(s) for .............. made oUEARINGDON
U3A THEATRE A/C (and not to me please!) _Payment details
and deadlines as above.
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the excellent Study Days and Regional Conferences. It is clearly of
benefit to us all to be able to share resources, ideas and expertise, anc
| commend these activities to you. We can rest assured that Anthony,
in his continuing role as Chair of the Thames Valley Network, wjll
keep us fully informed. As an example of this you will find
references to a couple of such activities in the following pages.

This is my last Newsletter as editor. Keith Thrower has agreed to
step into the breach caused by my elevation. | would like to wish him
luck and hope that he receives the same support that | have enjoyed
from members and contributors alike. Your comments, articles and,

particularly, photographs, have been much appreciated. | have very

much enjoyed my eighteen months editing this Newsletter and Would
like to thank you all for the supportive comments.

lan Clarkson

New Members

The following are some of those who have joined us recently. We
are delighted to welcome them all and hope they will enjoy the
opportunities on offer.

Arnold Birds, Alison Davis, Michael Griffiths, Sally Higgins, Freda
Hunt, Susan Lever, Stella Seddon, David Tutt and Keith White

Deadline for next issue:

Copy for the next Newsletter, available 9th July, should reach the
new editor by Friday 26th June.Photographs of group activities
are particularly welcome

Please send contributions to keith.thrower@ukgateway.net




Monthly Meetings

These are held at The Corn Exchange, Faringdon at 2.15pm fot

2.30pm unless otherwise advised. We start with a welcome from the

Chairman, general notices and news from Group Leaders. The

main

event is followed by free refreshments and a chance to socialis¢ and

meet Group Leaders.
Thursday 14" May 2009

“A Primary Care Trust, how it works and how it affects us” by Al

Green from Oxfordshire PCT.
May/June Newsletter available to collect.
Thursday 11th June 2009

y

“Zimbabwe, a National Emergency” a talk by Tom Benyon, former

Conservative MP for Abingdon, who set up the charity ZANE to
help alleviate human suffering in Zimbabwe.

Thursday 9" July 2009

“Berners at Faringdon” an absorbing subject right on our doorst
by Mary Gifford the archivist of the Berners trust in London.

Your New Committee
As a result of April's AGM the Faringdon & District U3A
Committee is made up as follows:
lan Clarkson - Chairman, Keith Thrower - Vice-Chairman,
Les Dean - Treasurer, Sylvia Bowley, Doreen llott, Mike Iremon

ger,

Clare Pinkney, Vivien Randall, Francoise Stacey, Sandra Wheeler

and Carolyn Williams.

We look forward to serving you and to receiving your support and

suggestions, so that our organisation can continue to thrive.

U3A 2010 DIARIES
The new diaries for 2010 will shortly be on sale. If you require o

ne

then please reserve one with Sylvia Bowley. We have no details as

yet on price but, as a guide, they were £1.90 for 2009.

Either telephone (01367 241296) or put your name on the list that

will be available at future monthly meetings.

Bridge Groups
All Intermediate and Experienced groups now take place in the
Catholic Church Hall (rear entrance - approach from Portway
behind Budgen’s Car Park)
from 10am to 12 noon on the dates given below:

Monday Intermediate
Wed May 13th and Mon May 18th
Mon June 8th and 22nd

Wednesday Intermediate
Wed May 6th and 13th
Wed June 3rd

If you would like to join a group please ring:
Steve Braithwaite 01367 240929

The Getting Better Together Groupmeets in th&Jnited
Church Hall from 10am to 12 noon on the dates given below:

Experienced
Wed May 20th
Wed June 24th

Mondays 11th and 18th May, 1st and 22nd June

For details about this group please ring: o 1: b0
Kay Chamberlain 01367 242647 or *y |0
Carolyn Clarkson 01793 782836 Al ¢ *

Golf Croquet Group
We will meet on the following dates (weather permitting)
Friday May 29th and Friday June 12th
at Livingstone House, 19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon
NoO previous experience required.
Steve & Jenny Braithwaite 01367 240929
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Local History Group
OnWednesday ' Junewe shall visitCricklade Museum (no
charge) and walk round the historic town dating from Saxon times.
Meet GSCP for car sharing, leaving at 1.20pm.

OnWednesday ¥ July we plan to visiKelmscott Manor and

Gardens(the country home of William Morris), with an entrance
charge of £8.50/person. We meet at GSCP for car sharing, leaving at
1.30pm.

All are welcome to both meetings - for more information contact Sue
Thrower on 01367 240 848 or smthrower@tiscali.co.uk

Wine Appreciation Group

The Wine Appreciation Group meets on the last Wednesday of the
month in the Town Hall, Market Square at 2:30pm. This group is for
those that wish to explore the world of wine and learn about how wine
is made, the different wine growing areas and wine types. Tkie ne
meeting, on Wednesday 27 May, will discuss and explore ‘Wine
growing areas of the world” and we will be tasting winesnfraround

the world.

All are welcome to come along and

join the discussion but please let

Anthony know in advance so that

necessary supplies can be obtained.

Anthony Burdall,
2 Fernham Road, Faringdon
Tel : 240713
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NEW MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING

We will continue to meet in The Old Crown, on the Tuesday daf the
second week after our monthly meeting, between 10:00 am and 12
noon. The dates to remember, therefore, are 26th May, and 23rd

June. Those attending are asked to pay £1.00 for coffee and
cuits, and ALL current USA members are

welcome.Do drop in for a cup of coffee, to

chat with other USA Members, meet the

committee and to find out what is going or

in your U3A. The committee is debating

whether or not to continue with this ventur.

- if you want it to carry on please either

attend or let us know how you feel.

bis-

Membership Renewals
The new membership year began on 1st April and all membe

should have received a renewal form in their March Newsletter

We have had an excellent response and membership cards (

IS

red)

for the new year have been sent by post or included in this News-

letter.

At the time of going to press, however, about a third of last year’s

members have not yet returned their forms. Clearly some of t
for whatever reason, may not wish to rejoin, but we hope that
the majority it is just an oversight or possibly a lost form.

If we have not received a form from you we have taken the lil
of putting another in this Newsletter. If you wish to renew the
please complete and return the form, as per the instructions,
soon as possible. If you do not wish to renew then you need ¢
nothing. If you think you have renewed but have received and
form please give me a call on 01793 782836. Many thanks

lan Clarkson

hese,
for
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Holiday to Southern Ireland

Witney U3A is organising a holiday to Southern Ireland, and have
kindly offered places to Faringdon members. Brief details are given
low. Further details and an application form are available from lan
Clarkson, 01793 782836

Friday 21% August — Saturday 29' August 2009

Friday 21° Aug09:  Depart Witney for Holyhead
13.50 ferry to Dublin arr. 17.05 (Stena)Line
4* Stillorgan Park Hotel (outskirts Dublin)

3 nights Dinner, Bed and Irish breakfast

Accommodation

Monday 24" Aug: 4 nights 4* Killarney Towers Hotel (town ce
tre) Dinner, Bed and full Irish Breakfast
Friday 28 Aug: 1 night 3* Maldron Hotel, Wexford (rural)

Dinner, Bed and Full Irish Breakfast
Saturday 29 Aug:  9.00am - ferry departs Rosslare
12.30 arrive Fishguard (Stena Line)

Executive coach throughout, supplied by Barnes Coaches of
Swindon. Holiday fully bonded

Cost in a twin-bedded room £685
Single supplement £185

Included: 8 nights Half Board , ferry crossings, coach frorm#yitto
Witney, tips, administration, tour of the Ring of Kerry, tour of the-I
gle Peninsula, plus two other excursions if itinerary permits

Insurance can be provided at £30 (subject to medical condition
Deposit required £100 plus insurance.
Cheques payable to Barnes Coaches Ltd.

Contact: Pam Jones Witney U3A, Tel. 01993 773860
or e-mail: p.jones610@ntlworld.com

be-

O

Science & Technology Group

Our meeting offuesday 2% Junewill be a visit to theScience

Museum site atWroughton. We will be able to explore this extensive
national library and archive dedicated to the history and development
of science, with over 500 years-worth of original science and
engineering books and journals, including archive material from
engineering companies and research organisations. We hope to visit
Hanger D4, which holds a wide range of objects not currently required
at the Science Library in London; there will be a small charge for this
part of the visit. We will meet at GSCP to leave by 1.15pm.

Details of the meeting ofiuesday 7" July are being finalised and will
be circulated to group members as early as possible.

For more information contact Keith Thrower on 01367 240 848 or
keith.thrower@ukgateway.net

There will be no meeting iAugust.

Quilting Group

This new group is open to anyone interested in Quilting - from
beginners to finger sore old hands.

We aim to guide you, using your choice of materials, towards
completing a project in the first year.

Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of the month starting at 2pm
at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon

For more information contact Vanessa Sharkey (01367 243765) or
Valerie Burdall (01367 240713).

Needlework Group
We will meet on Wednesday 13th May and Wednesday 10th June at 1(
Beech Close, Faringdon, starting at 2:00pm.
Look forward to seeing you then
Jo Harbour 01367 241315
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Gardeners Group

Thursday, 2% May 2009

Visit to Lydiard House, Lydiard Park and the recently restor&d 18
Century Ornamental Walled Garden near Swindon. Joint ticket for
house and walled garden £4.00. Refreshments available at café in
the Visitors Centre. Meet at Gloucester Street Car Park at 1.30pm
for car sharing to Lydiard Park.

Thursday,18 June, 2009

Visit to Waterperry Gardens to see their Summer displays. Re-
freshments at the Pear Tree Teashop Entrance £4.35
(Concessions). | have booked the Community Bus for this visit so
| hope as many members of the Group (and others!) can come
along. Meet at the GSCP at 1pm to pick up Community Bus.

PROVISIONAL AT PRESENT

16™ July 20009.

Joint Visit with the Science and Technology Group to Througham
Court - a garden designed on scientific lines. Details available
later.

Christina Field 01367 241265

Pilates Group

Pilates meets at the newly refurbished Roman Catholic Church
Hall, from 4.15 — 5.15pm on Tuesdays. The costis £20 fora 4
week block of sessions or £7 per session. This covers the cost of
the venue and the qualified instructor, Laura Jones. There are cur-
rently no vacancies, but please contact me for further details if you
are interested in joining and we will consider the viability of a sec-
ond group.

Lynn Pettit 01367 242019
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THAMES VALLEY NETWORK CONFERENCE @3
OLDER AND BOLDER

There are more people over 60 in the United Kingdom than there are
under-16s. Older people are not passive members of our society; they
should be advocates of their age group and expand their activitigs and
horizons. This Conference will explore ways by whiader people
can liveBolder lives.

SPEAKERS: Jim Soulsby Former Development Office
of NIACE — National Institute of Adult
Continuing Education

Jean Goodeve Chairman of Third Age Trust

=

WORKSHOPS: Healthy Living; Senior Citizens’ Centres;
Working in Retirement;
Human Rights and Ageing;
Advocacy in the Third Age;
Surfing the Web
DATE: Tuesday 26 May 2009
TIME: 10 amto 4 pm
VENUE: Kennet School Stoney Lane Thatcham
Berkshire RG19 4LL
COST: £16 per person to include lunch and
refreshments

Application forms are available from The Conference Organiser
Newbury U3A Office, Arcade House, The Arcade, Newbury
RG14 5AD or on www.thatchamu3a.org.okfrom Anthony
Burdall on 01367 240713, anthony.burdall@burdall.net

Newbury and Thatcham U3As are combining to make this a suc-
cessful and interesting day.
Come and explore possibilities and exchange ideas with fellow
U3A members.

We look forward to meeting you!

T



SUMMER OUTING 2009
DAY TRIP TO WEYMOUTH
THURSDAY JULY 2nd 2009

The coach will leave Faringdon at approximately 9am, and

will pick up in Shrivenham. We will be back by early
evening.

The cost is £12 per member (£1.50 extra charge for guests).
Although your day in Weymouth will be free for you to enjoy
as you see fit—Ken, the Rambling Group Leader, is willing to
plan a suitable walk, so please indicate if this would be your

option. The many attractions of Weymouth include a leve
promenade, a bustling harbour area which includes a He
Museum, Seafront Land Train, sand sculptures, gardens
there is also Portland and Chesil Beach.

fitage
and

REPLY FORM
[ would like.......... place(s) on the trip. I/We wish to be
picked up in Faringdon/Shrivenham (please circle)

I/'We would like to join in the Rambling Group walk ......
NAME(S)
GUESTS NAME ... e
TELEPHONE NO....coviiii e,
| enclose a cheque made out to
FARINGDON & DISTRICT U3A MAIN ACCOUNT
for.............. (E12 per place, £13.50 per guest - cheques
made out separately please) with a stamped addressed
envelope
Please SEND TO Mrs Sylvia Bowley, 53 Town End Road
Faringdon, Oxon

DEADLINE FOR FINAL BOOKING IS TUESDAY

23RD JUNE.
STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE PLEASE!!!
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Books Group
The next meetings are dane 1st and July 6that 10.30 am in the
Library in Gloucester Street.
Leader Sylvia Bowley Tel. 241296

Poetry Group
We meet as usual on the third Monday in the library in Gloucester
Street at 10.30am. The topics are:
May 18—Sound
June 15—Sport or Games
July 20—Celebration
Either write a poem about or find one to read about the above topics.
Leader Joanne Collins Tel. 240032
Scrabble Group
June 8 at Lynn’s 14 Spinage Close Tel. 242019
July 13 at Sylvia’s 53 Town End Road Tel. 241296
Joint Leaders Sylvia Bowley & Lynn Pettit

Please try to let us know if you are coming as space is limited, thank
you.

Sunday Lunch
May 17" : The Duke of Wellington, Faringdon 12.15
£9.95 for roast/vegetarian course, dessert and coffee/tea
or
£6.50 for roast/vegetarian course and coffee/tea only.
Sorry, but this venue does not accept credit card payments.

June 28" : The Red Lion, Cornmarket, Faringdon 12.15
Please note that this is a week later than usual as the*2% Fa-
ther's Day

We will have the sole use of the rear dining rooms at both venues.

Please contact Wendy Horley (01367 243774 or 07870 854057) to
book your place

13



Opera Group
Despite suggestions to the contrary, the Opera Group will continue its
exploration of the full operatic repertoire in Faringdon; the group is
not all going to Glyndebourne.
The next opera, in May, will be a special production of Mozart's ‘Le
Nozze di Figaro’ from the historical Drottinngholm Court Theatre in
Sweden. In June we shall be watching ‘Die Valkyrie’ by Wagner from
the Royal Opera House — the second part of the Ring Cycle. This is
followed in July by Rossini’s ‘La Gazetta’ by Teatro Real, Madrid.
The first showing in each case will start at 5:30pm finishing at
approximately 9:30pm. at the home of Anthony Burdall (2 Fernham
Road, Faringdon Tel : 240713). There will be an afternoon showing,
usually the day after the first showing, at the home of Anthony
Burdall and then a final showing at the home of Bobbie Stewart (14
The Pines, Faringdon, Tel : 01367 241295).
If you would like to come along to enjoy the opera you would be
welcome — and there is space, although usually only in the afternoon
showing!
If you want to find out more and enjoy opera, please contact Anthony
Burdall.

Astronomy Group

This group continues to meet once a month on Thursday evenings. For

further information please contact John Campbell on 01367 241748

National Trust Group
Trip to Stourhead - see previous page

There will be a free place (coach, and entry if needed) to someone
who will accompany a visually impaired member on this trip.

Please phone Jenny on 01367 340929. If you have already paid, your
money will be refunded.
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News from the Groups

Foreign Language Film

Our next film will be the 2004 thriller "36, Quai des Orfevres", star-
ring Daniel Auteuil and Gerard Depardieu. It is in French with
English sub-titles. It will be shown at 14 The Pines, Faringdon on
Friday, 12th June, 2009 at 2.15 for 2.30 p.m.

Enquiries to Robin Stewart, 01367 241295.

Family History

This month’s visit to the National Archive at Kew marked the end of
our Beginners Course. Those “graduating” from it are more than
welcome to join in the activities of the “Experienced” group. We meet
every two months, generally on the last Friday of the month. The next
meeting is on Friday 29th May when Ken Bowley has kindly offered
to start the proceedings with a short presentation. We will follow this
with our usual exchange of news, tips and a discussion of our various
problems - to do with Family History!

| hope to start a new Beginners Course in the autumn.

Meetings take place at 25 Stallpits Road, Shrivenham, starting at
10:00am. For more information please contact:

lan Clarkson 01793 782836 or ian.clarkson@gmail.com

Music Appreciation
Meetings araormally held on the 4th (not always the last!) Tuesday
of the month, 2:30pm at 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon.

This month: Tuesday 26 May - Handel with Care o
Beryl would be very grateful if members would let '
her know by the weekend before the meeting

whether or not they will be attending. Please ring

her on 01367 242908




Strollers

| am pleased to be back with the Strollers after a short break and am
feeling a lot better now. Thank you for all the kind messages received
during my illness, they were very much appreciated.

There will be no walk in May. We will be starting again in June.

Tuesday 16" June

Meet at GSCP at0.20amfor 10.30amstart, car sharing to Roves

Farm car park, near Sevenhampton. A 3.5m walk via Nightingale
Farm (Forestry Enterprise Community Woodland) and the River Cole
path. Lunch after the walk at Roves Farm Visitors Centre restaurant.

Please note that this walk is a week earlier on fA@8esday not the
4" Tuesday for this month only.

Please wear boots and bring waterproofs, plus something to drink.
Rona Bingham, Tel 01367 241384

Rambling Group
Thursday 28thMay
A circular walk, based on Avebury, of about 7 miles. Meet G.S.C.P. at
9.50 to leave at 10.00am for car sharing. Pub Stop.
Depending upon start point National Trust Membership may be handy
for the car park!
Thursday25thJune
Circular walk of about 9 miles - Fyfield to Northmoor and back. Pub
Stop, providing that the pub is still open! Bring bus pass for the 9.50
from the market place.
Ken Bowley, tel:241296 or e-mail sylkenbow@talktalk.net.
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U3A NATIONAL TRUST GROUP VISIT TO

Leave Gloucester Street (outside Library, NOT car park)
at 9.00 am, back by about 5.00 pm

“World-famous 18th century landscape garden, Palladian mansion,
parkland, woods and chalk downs. The garden is a fine example of the
English landscape style, featuring a central lake surrounded by
classical temples and a magnificent collection of rare and exotic trees.
The mansion contains furniture by Chippendale the Younger and an
exquisite Regency library. King Alfred’'s Tower, a triangular red-brick
folly, offers breathtaking views over the estate”

We aim to arrive about 11.00 am. | have not booked lunch; the
self-service licensed restaurant serves fresh seasonal food.
There is an onboard coach welcome, and hopefully an
introductory talk. We shall leave at about 3.30pm

COST: COACH - £12.50 per person
(ENTRY: NT members free; Non-NT members £10.40, payable on day).

NAME .. e e e

PHONE NUMBER ........ccooiiiiiiiiieians

ADDRESS ...

Please reserve.......... places for the visit to Stourhead on Friday
5th June and enclose ...................... for the coach (£12.50 pp)

| am / am not a member of the National Trust

Please return form, cheque (payable to Faringdon U3A Trips
Account) and a stamped addressed envelope by 25th May
to Jenny Braithwaite, Livingstone House,
19 Coxwell Road, Faringdon. SN7 7EB




